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a. CHICAGO AND CINCINNATI, THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 1900. a 
The Leading Fire Insurance Company of America. een esEe SE 
8 gy nee wM. B. CLARK, President. Crone } assistant Secretaries. 
Cash Capital, - - - $ 4,000,000 00 ST = < Northwestern Branch,) WM. H. WYMAN, Gen’l Agt. 
Cash Assets, - - = 18,019,441 20 = <a & ¢g \— os race Neb.  W.P.HARFORD, Ass’t Gen’! Agt. 
Total Liabilities, - - 8,861,796 138 — Bile Fes SS Pacific Branch, pecanqmne & SPENCER, 
Net Surplus, - -  - 557,615 00 Gana nN San Francisco, Cal. General Agents. 


Surplus to Policy Holders, - 9,157,615 07 


Iniand Marine CHICAGO, ILL., 145 La Salle St. 
Losses Paid in 81 Years, - 85,641,084 50 gugtam 


Department. } New York, 52 William St. 





Western Branch: 


ee Penne St Vine 8t., KEELER & GALLAGHER, General Agents. 





PROTECT YOUR CUSTOMERS PROTECT YOURSELF 


By giving them ConTINENTAL Safety Fund Policies. By representing the ConTINENTAL, 


Secured by net surplus of over four millions of dollars. Does not write over the heads of its agents. 
Has no ‘‘Annexes.”” 





Important advantage of inspection by experienced — Steadfastly protects its loyal agents against dishonest or unfair 
Prompt attention to adjustments ensured by organized force of practices. 
traveling men necessitated by the Company’s large business. Will make a commission arrangement, sharing with you the profits 
Forty-two millions of dollars paid for losses since organization, and om... ie tt ml Se itiasiiatel - 
. : ; iberally furnishes timely advertising matter. 
nearly fifty years of business, are guarantees of fair treat Gives you the privilege of writing Tornado Insurance. 
ment. Has a fixed policy and is not a ‘‘fair weather” friend; that is, does not 
Every honest loss claimant paid one hundred cents on the dollar. withdraw, as many companies do, when local rate wars occur. 
— _ CONTINENTAL FIRE INS. CO). = eerie 
ERT err 
head Writin yal Agents. 


Continental Bldg., New York. Rialto Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 














Surplus to Policy Holders, $3,222,877.68 D. W. C. SKILTON, Pres’t. J. H. MITCHELL, Vice-Pres’t. 


EDW. MILLIGAN, Sec’y. JOHN B. KNOX, Ass’t See’y. 
TOTAL LOSSES PAID. 


OVER — MILLION DOLLARS. ——T' ET H—— 


Western and Southern Department, 


PHIENIX S. W: COR. RACE AND GEORGE STS. 


7 Cincinnati, ©. 
CASH CAPITAL, TWO MILLION DOLLARS. @/2!% }stoiim ee ae 


Outstanding Losses, $ 971,196.59 Reinsurance Reserve, $2,029,575.53 


Asst, . . ,  5,593,649.70 Wet Surplus, . . 1,222,877.58 ' AGENCIES IN ALL CITIES AND TOWNS. 
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UNDERWRITER. 








~ Columbia 
INSURANCE: COMPANY 


OF DAYTON, O. 
CONFINES ITS BUSINESS TO OHIO. 


O. I. GUNCKEL, 
Secretary. 


RK. M. THRESHER, 
President. 


Cooper 


Fire Insurance Company 


OF DAYTON, O, 





Cuas. D. MEAD, 
President. 


H. E. Map, 


Vice-President. 


Cuas. W. ScHENx, 
Secretary 





“OLDEST IN THE WEST.” 


1900 


a CINCINNATI 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 





B. T. Bonsall, Pres. L.L. Townley, Sec’y. P. W. Cadman, Gen. Agt. 





OHIO’S LEADING AGENCY COMPANY. 


Cincinnati Underwriters 


COMPOSED OF 
EUREKA SECURITY 
Fire and Marine Insurance Co. | Fire Insurance Company. 


ORGANIZED 1864. ORGANIZED 1881. 


CAPITAL $100,000. ASSETS $290,182. | CAPITAL $160,000. ASSETS $271,769. 
SURPLUS $191,199. SURPLUS $186,910. 
COMBINED STATEMENT. 


Capital $250,000. Assets $572,092.80. Surplus $396,892.19. 





FIRE UNDERWRITER AGENCY NATION AL INsu RANCE 


National Insurance Company, 


OF CINCINNATI, 


GENERAL INSURANCE---STATE OF OHIO ONLY. 


E. W. BuRNET, 
SECRETARY. 


G. W PoHLMAN, 
PRESIDENT. 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 





OF OINOINNATI, OHIO. 


General Insurance — State of Ohio Only. 


G. W. PoHLMAN, E. W. BurRNeET, 


PRESIDERT. SECRETARY. 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 





An QOuio Company. 


WASHINGTON 


(FIRE) 
INSURANCE COMPANY of Cincinnati, 0. 
PAID-UP CAPITAL, - - = $150,000.00 


HAS BEEN IN CONTINUAL OPERATION 64 YEARS 
AND HAS MET EVERY OBLIGATION FOR * 





ACENTS WANTED IN OHIO. 


E. F. WEISS, Vice President and Secretary. 





NAT’L HENCHMAN DAVIS, President. 


CHARTERED 1836. 





TEUTONIA 


Fire Insurance Company, 


OF DAYTON, OHIO. 


'NCORPORATED 1865. 
OHIO'S STAUNCHEST FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


crs Pant oe blo es wi etdian Obes amadensodeceseeeds $558, 795.00 
NET SURPLUS (over Capital and all Liabilities)........ 377,807.00 


EDWARD PAPE, President. T. A. LEGLER, Vice-Pres't. J. LINXWEILER, JR., Sec’y. 














.’ JAS. C. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 
O. 8. WELLS, ScoreTarRy 


Ohio Farmers Insurance Company 


LE ROY, OHIO. 


Fire, Lightning and Tornado Indemnity. 


Carefully Invested Assets.on January 1st 1900 of $1,088,255.16, reserved 
as follows for the protection of policy-holders : 


Reserve for ro-Inewance; . « « «© «© es te te oe we te 8 $888,078.81 


65,854.44 
eS Re Ba he Rae 6 et a 134,321.91 


ay ae te ea ee ee oe $1,088,255.16 





————_ORCANIZED IN 1848. 
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THE WESTERN 





—— 


a. W.- CHAMPLIN, presivenr. W. FRED MCBAIN, sec’y ano MANAGER. 


THE GRAND RAPIDS 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


FUTURE FIELD: 


The Grand Rapids in the future will confine its writing to Michigan 


and adjacent States—a strictly Western Company doing the largest busi- 


ness in its own State of any individual company. 
PROMPT, PROGRESSIVE, LIBERAL. 


Agents wanted in cities and villages in above territory where we are not now represented. 


UNDERWRITER. 





NO OVERHEAD WRITINC. 





me LANCASHIRE "2x8 
eoecce COMPANY 
MANCHESTER, ENCLAND. 
DIGBY JOHNSON, General Manager. 
TOTAL UNITED STATES ASSETS $2,345,389 
NET SURPLUS pssmatianaitaaate 583,331 


Agents desiring to represent THE LANCASHIRE, address the 
Special Agents, or 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
218 LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO. 
| CHAS. B. CILBERT, Manager. JAMES C. CORBET, Ass"t Manager. 


| H. M. GIBBS, Special Agent Ohio and W. Va., 
| H. M. WARDLE, Special Agent Michigan, 


Columbus, O. 
Detroit. 
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+ 7 $ 
4 
IN LINE With the Times 3 
No Opportunity is Overlooked for the Improvement of 3 
. UNION MUTUAL POLICIES. They are Kept .-. 2 
A 


THOROUGHLY MODERN IN PRIVILEGES 
GENUINELY PROTECTIVE IN RESULTS 


a, a WITHOUT DE- © (INCORPORATED 1848.) 
INCOSTESTARILITY WITHOUT RE- U { ¢/h) [ 

NTESTABIL nion utua 
BOTH POLICYHOLDERS AND AGENTS 

H POLICYHOLDERS AND AG Life Wnsurance Co., 

TERRITORY READY Sp rercv sn recta 
GooD FRED. E. RICHARDS, ' . 
FOR GOOD AGENTS- 6 ARTHUR L. — ngcnge 


ee te bn tt eh he a hn he a nn nine 
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DAdcoes (THORNTON CHASE, Suft?., 81 Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. 
thee” 1 EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Supt., 1110 American Tract Society Bldg., 
=e (i 150 Nassau Street, New York City. 
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FIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANY... 


CERMANIA 


ORGANIZED 1668. 
62 and 64 William Street, Cor. Cedar, NEW YORK. 


Statement, January 1, 1899. 


| Cash Capital .... $1,000,000 0 


| Reserve for U nearned P ROMMIIMIN . --,.... 2.c,4'onedcanwh veendagwadnanncunaatattona 1,506,907.40 
| Reserve for Losses under Adjustment 77,501.11 
| Reserve for all other claims 2 $5,823.11 
NE inne Bbabad otESV 0 bsanseess00n0e bs ci nudeencedceepapneaepewnuane 2,093,713.39 
I IIE a ovine ccaacncvecccesiccccccsecdscesvecsevtveaecepennaese $4,713,995.01 


HUGO SCHUMANN, 


} vice-presidents. 


President. 
FR. VON BEENUTH, 


CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Secretary. 
Gro. B. EDWARDS, 


GusTAV KERR, Ass’t Secretary. 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 


E. G. HALLE, Manager, Royal Insurance Bldg., Chicago, Il. 
H. W. CLAYTON, State Agent, Troy, 0. 





1860. —THE——_ 


UNITED STATES LIFE INS.CO. 


IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


All Policies now issued by this Company 
contain the following clause: 

“after one year from the date of issue, 
this policy shall not be disputed, provided 
the premiums are duly paid.” 

During 1898the Company made material 
increase in income, assets, and surplus ; 
and can thus claim a substantial pain in 


1900. 


OFFICERS: 
GEORGE H. BURFORD, 
Geo. G. WILLIAMS, - - Vice-President. 
C. P. FRALEIGH, - - 2d Vice-President. 
Ricn’pD E. CocHRAN, - 3d Vice-President. 
A. WHEELWRIGHT, Secretary 
J. lL. KENWAY, 


- PRESIDENT. 


Won. T. STANDEN, - - - - = Actuary. | 
the most important elements of safety ARTHUR C, PERRY, - - - = - Cashier. 
and progress. Joun P. MunN, - - - Medical Director. 


All death claims paid WitHovutT Dts- 
COUNT as soon as satisfactory proofs have 
been received. 

oe. oe successful Agents, wishing to 

s Company, may communicate 
wih RICHARD E. COCHRAN, 34 Vice-Pres., 


FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Geo, G. WILLIAMS, Pres, Chem. Nat. Bk. 
JOHN J. TUCKER, Builder. 
E. H. PERKINS, JR. - Pres. Importers’ and 
Traders’ Nat. Bank. 





- - Assistant Secretary. | 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 


THE AMERICAN FIRE 





Philadelphia, Pa. 


Americanus Sum. 





CASH CAPITAL, - - - 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all other claims, 
Surplus over all Liabilities, 


- «= $500,000.00 
+ 1,705,994.25 


504,733.42 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1899, $2,710,727.67. 


THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Manager. 


NELSON B. JONES, 


RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’ y- 


CHARLES L. HECOX, 








at the Home Office, 261 Broadway, New York. | James R. PLuM, - - - - - - Leather, | Special Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. Special Agt. for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio. 
INCORPORATED 1866 
, GERMAN INSURANCE CO. 
OF FREEPORT, ILL. 


Insurance Company 


NEW YORK. 
Henry B. Stokes, Pres.; 4; L. Halsey, 
Vice-Pres.; H. Y. Wemple, 2d V.P.; W.C. 
Loa Frazee, Sec.; J. H. Giffin, Jr., Ass’t Sec.; 
~ a Siar Gece Tr M. W. Torrey, Actuary; Dr. W. B. Lane, 
Agents Wanted in Unoccupied erritory. Supt. Agencies. 


R. P. WOODS, Mgr. for Ohio and Kentucky, = W. 4th St., Cincinnati, 0. 
F. L. MORRELL, ‘Mor. for Northern Illinois, Chicago. 


THE NEW POLICY Senesees 
EXTENDED INSURANCE, 
PAiD-UP VALUES AND 





THE 


INSURANCE CoO. 
OF KENTUCKY. 


MUTUAL LIFE "*orktirss 


GEO. W. MORRIS, President. W. W. HITE, Vice-President, 
DAVID MERIWETHER, Secretary. JOS. PETTUS, Treas. 


Home Office, Louisville, Ky, 
Admitted Assets, December, 


1899... 


.. 82,909, 252.47 


The Largest and Most Successful Fire Insurance Gompany in the West. 


Assets, January 1, 1900... ......... ccc cece eee nt $3,446,194 15 
Ce Tee rrr 200,000 00 
1,957,311 53 


Liabilities, including reinsurance .. 


NET SURPLUS ...... 1 288,882 62 
| 


Cc. 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M. GUND, Ass’t See. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 


Ohio State Agent, THOS. H. SMITH, Dayton, O. 


‘THE OHIO GENERAL AGENCY 


COMPOSED OF 





| AMERICAN INSURANCE CO. 
_ UNITED STATES FIRE INSURANCE CO. of New York, N. Y. 
ALLEMANNIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. - - Of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


of Newark, N. J. 


Surplus, EG cushscdabasescn dbus cee echeegeed 40,534.97 
I, SIN es os cu a ca jrikihe asm wen wine geen 215,534.91 | 
Total Death Claims and Endowments Paid........... . 3,485,364.74 


$200,000 in Bonds d ited wi 
Genene ao oF. Feltay honaeen with the State Treasurer for the 
and approval of proof of death. 
ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell! Counties, Ky. 
Pike Building, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
Cc. F. WHIPPLE, General Agent, 715 The Cuyahoga, Cleveland. 





All claims paid promptly upon receipt 


| A. K. MURRAY, General Agent, 
Offices: 315 W. Fourth St. 


Agents wanted at desirable points. CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Remember : The Ohio General Agency is a Home Jnstitution. 








4 THE WESTERN 


Provident Savings Life 
Assuranee Society 


OF NEW YORK. 
Epwarpb W. Scott, PRESIDENT. 
THE BEST COMPANY FOR POLICY HOLDERS AND AGENTS. 


Successful Agents, and Gentlemen Seeking Remunerative Business Connections 


May Apply to the Head Office, or any of The Society's General Agents 





TOLEDO, OHIO. 
Chartered and Organized under the Legal Reserve Law of Ohio, 
Capital Stock $100,000, Deposited with the State. 


The Northern Central, being located in the center of the populous Middle West, 
will give it facilities for investment of i‘s reserve, and a prestige which, with com- 
petent management, can not help but place itin the front rank. Recognizing thig 
great field and its future, it has adopted the most popular and up-to-date plans of in 
vestment and life policies on the market to-day. 

Correspondence is invited with a view to arranging for State Agencies in Illinois, 
Iowa, Minnesota and Michigan. 


ADDRESS THE COMPANY. 


E. P. BRECKINRIDGE, 
President. 


J. G. RoBIson, 
Secretary. 





ACOA IOC AHO 


& Radical Departure from Gasoline Lamps 
Invented by JOS. STUBBERS 
THE 
INCANDESCENT 
LIGHT AND STOVE 
COMPANY, 
20-26 East Pearl St., - CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


Manufacturers of 


THE AIRLIGHT™ 


The following 
points recom- 
mend it to 
insurance 
people: 


First—One 
generator 
supplies gas 
for all the 
lights. 

95 per cent, of 
air is mixed 
with the gas at 
generator and 
is conveyed 

by means of 
pipe toa point 
where the 
light is desired, 
therefore the 
gasoline tank 
can be kept 
where it is 
most out of the 
way. * 

Second—The generator is on the level with the tank and connected thereto 
by a pipe leading from the top of tne tank to the top of generator and a pipe 
leading from the bottom of generator to bottom of tank, therefore the gasoline 
will stand in the generator on the level with that in the tank at all times. $ 
The needle valve is located at a higher level, consequently the gasoline can $ 
never leak out of defective valves or when valves should be left open. The 
fill can whic goes with each machfne, positively prevents the spilling of gaso- 
line while filling the tank or overfilling same. For these two reasons wepre- 
vent the spilting of gasoline. The spilling of gasoline is the cause of all acci- 
dents with same. 

The light produced by the AIRLIGHT is superior to arc lights, requires less 
at ention than ene single GASOLINE or coal oil lamp. 5,000 of them in use. 
Endorsed by the Southeastera Tariff Association, and a number of other Boards. 


SENO FOR LIST PRICE aND DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE z 
OHO 
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Every Bond and Policy issued 
by this Company is secured by 
First Mortgage Bonds deposited 
with the State of Iowa. 


IOWA 
LIFE 


A SOLID WESTERN COMPANY. 





All Popular Forms of Life and 





| Investment Contracts. 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY. 


Active Agents Wanted for First- 
Class Territory. 


GENERAL OFFICES, 
205 La Salle St., CHICAGO, ET, 


~~~ PHOENIX 
MUTUAL LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Cc. E. MABIE, PRESIDENT. 





ORGANIZED 1851. 














OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


issues the most popular forms of life insurance 
contracts of any company in the world. For ter- 
ritory, liberal terms to agents and sample policies, 


ADDRESS, 
JULES GIRARDIN, Gen. Agt. for Ill, - The Temple, Chicago, Ill. 
ROB’T N. FRYER, Gen. Agt. for Sou. Ohio and Ky., - Cincinnati. 





FOX & NIELSEN, Gen. Agts. North. Ohio, Garfield Bldg., Cleveland. 
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Underwood Typewriter 








Is a perfectly VISIBLE writing machine. 
The TOUCH is light—no lifting the carriage 
—work always in sight. 

More work can be done on the Under- 
wood Typewriter than on any other ma- 
chine. Write for catalogue and price. 


OSCAR S. LEAR & COMPANY, 


j CINCINNATI, O., 4th and Main. 


OFFICES: ) COLUMBUS, O., 201 So. High. 
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March 15, 1900. 





THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





—————— 
——_ 






Svecessoe to 


With which is combined 
BLACK AND WHITE—Established is9o. 


Published Every Thursday by THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER COMPANY, Chicago ( 164 
La Sal!e Street), and Cincinnati (4&tna Build- 
ing). E. Jay Wohlgemuth, Manager; C. M. 
Cartwright, Managing Editor. Subscription 
Price, Two Dollars a Year; Single Copies, 10 
Cents Each. 


Entered at Chicago TPostoffice 
the second class. 





as mail matter of 





THE SINGLE AGENCY MOVEMENT. 


From the replies received from companies 
concerning the circular sent out by the offi- 
cials of the National Association of Local Fire 
Agents regarding the limitation of a com- 
pany’s representation to one agent in a city 
of 100,000 or less, it is plain that most compa- 
nies are_in sympathy with the movement. 

Many of the replies indicate that the com- 
panies are in favor of carrying this movement 
still further by limiting their representation 
to one agent in places of even a larger num- 
ber of inhabitants. It seems that multiple 
agencies, in some places, have been due to 
large companies writing “jumbo” lines. This 
has forced the smaller companies to appoint 
more than one agent, in order to get their 
full share of business. 

Some companies in answering the circular 
are non-committal, and while expressing 
their sympathy with the movement, state that 
they believe it to be the function of the com- 
pany in deciding as to the number of repre- 
sentatives it shall have in any one place. 

Of course, one subject that comes up in 
this connection is the “annex’’ issue. Compa- 
nies that have no ‘‘annexes”’ will claim an equal 
privilege with other companies. Then, again, 
some companies will claim that in their home 
town they should not be restricted to one 
agent, as, naturally, the home company makes 
its greatest play in its own city, and other 
agents are placed at a disadvantage because 
they cannot secure an agency. There are several 
side issues that arise with the single agency 
movement that will not make it as successful 
as the crusade against overhead writing. There 
is scarcely any underwriter, in his heart, but 
would give his sanction to single agencies in 
a tewn of 100,000 or less. The evils growing 
out of a multiple agency system are so many 
that it is an old story to enumerate them. Lo- 
cal agents, with few exceptions, are in sym- 
pathy with this movement. Many of the 
smaller companies are on a sole agency basis 
at almost every point. 

Where local agents have agitated the single 
agency system in places like Louisville, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, they have met defeat, be- 
cause the companies felt that this was not a 
matter that the local agents should dictate. 
Then the “annex” .question has blocked the 
movement to a great extent. The organiza- 
tions that have legislative functions have al- 
ways eluded the “annex” fight, and there has 
never been any action taken on this question 
from a company standpoint. 


EASTERN BELITTLEMENT OF THE WEST. 


The continuing attacks on the West and 
its underwriters in the Journal of Commerce 
of New York have reached. a point where 
there is no doubt but that they are inspired by 
dyspeptic officials of companies that are not 
broad-gauged enough to form correct con- 
clusions, or else are woefully ignorant. 

_ A coterie of men in New York have taken 
It upon themselves to fashion a line of pro- 
cedure for the West from a view point located 








exclusively in their offices. They are ac- 
quainted with eastern conditions, and seem 
to think they are the same the country over. 

Some of these men are managing compa- 
nies that have had half-way western depart- 
ments, and because these branches were not 
possessed of ample machinery, are not in posi- 
tion to judge results that might have accrued 
had there been a complete equipment. 

Undoubtedly, some so-called western de- 
partments have not proven profitable, but 
those that have business men and shrewd un- 
derwriters at their head, have made money, 
and more of it than could have been earned 
had there been no western branch office. 

Another cause for eastern detraction is the 
desire to create an unfriendly sentiment toward 
the West before the union meeting. Eastern 
men have been either hostile or indifferent to 
the graded commission rule, and desire to stir 
up an antagonistic sentiment. 

Some of these disturbers have lost money 
in their own bailiwick, and to keep the eyes 
of their stockholders or superiors off their own 
domain, point to the West as looming up 
with losses as well as increasing expenses. 

Some companies are paying 35 per cent for 
business in Chicago, and very naturally would 
like to see an advance in rates to recoup part 
of the amount paid in excess commissions. 

There noticeable a disposition on 
part of the East to carp at the western move- 


is too 


ments. Because of the grcwing power of the 
West, its controlling influence becoming 


stronger, its prestige, wealth, and industries 
increasing, and its possession of so many re- 
sources, the East looks upon this section with 
an envious eye, and in attempting to magnify 
its own importance, has no other argument to 
use than disparaging the West. 

The West needs the greatest men in under- 
writing, as well as the East. Its position, its 
vast interests demand them. Men of brains 
and heart are required to keep in touch with 
the conditions of this field, and we have them. 

It is in poor taste to point to the West as the 
for all the evils of the business, and 
the losses also. It has furnished its share; so 
has the East. 

Western men are willing to give the East 
its full share of credit, and do not want to 
dictate as to policies to be pursued there. 

At the same time, western underwriters, 
while listening to eastern counsel, and often 
acting upon it, believe they are capable of 
guiding the movements in this section. 


cause 


The spirit of the Anti-Rebate Life Insur- 
ance Compact does not seem to be crying 
out from the wilderness. 


COMPANY CLASSIFICATION IN AGENCIES. 


While acknowledged to be more or less of 
a dream, nevertheless several managers, espe- 
cially those of medium sized companies, are 
speculating regarding classification of com- 
panies in agencies. That is, these companies 
feel that it is to their advantage to flock by 
themselves, and not be in the shadow of the 
giant companies. They contend that every 
agent can control a certain amount of business, 
especially in the smaller cities and towns, and 
if he has only companies of similar under- 
writing capacity as to size of lines, there will 
be something of an equal distribution, whereas, 
according to present agency arrangements, the 
large companies will carry all an agent has, 
and more, and are urging him to shelve his 
small companies. 

Some of the non-union companies are now 
adopting this system in new appointments, as 
far as possible. That is, they land alongside 
of companies of their own class. It is stated 
that a few of them have an understanding, and 
aim to get together in the same office, when- 
ever conditions permit. If the time ever 
comes for them to join the Union, their agency 
arrangements will be to their advantage. 

They take the ground that it is not the wisest 
-course for a local agent to allow any one com- 





§ 


pany to dominate his agency, but that an 
equitable distribution of lines will make him 
master of his office and him 
company’s dictation. 


save from one 
There seems to be a tendency for some of 
the larger companies to make a systematic 
raid on their smaller associates, and hence 
the latter believe it to their benefit to get away 
from the more avaricious companies. These 
companies realize that they cannot carry the 
lines on special hazards that the large com- 
panies do, and hence are not in a position 
to place agents under so great obligations 
They are willing to take smaller lines, but 
the giant companies in the same agency will 
write the entire line and then demand the 
preferred business to make up for it. 





Milwaukee’s Fire Premiums. 


The following are the premium returns for 
1899, being the amount received by the fire in- 


surance companies in Milwaukee: 





tom. Union, N. Y¥ 
ommon wealth 
‘oncordia 
Connecticut 
Continental 
Delaware 
Detroit F. 
Dubuque 


Northern, Eng. 
N. W. National. 33,2 
Norwich Union 
| Orient 

Pelican 
Palatine 
P+ ke os we 
Pennsylvania 


Aach. & Mun... .3 4,246 ; Lumberman’'s 3.926 
BE niece ah paw Magdeburg, Ger.. 8,713 
Agricultural ..... Magdeburg, N. Y. 3,179 
Allemannia Manhattan 668 
American, Bos. Manchester .. . 14,580 
American, N. J. Mer. & Mfrs., Ill, 1,424 
American, N. Y Mechanics 7,244 
American, Pa. Mercantile .. 2,254 
Amer. Cent. Merchants, RK. IL. 72 
Armenia Merchants, N. J, 9,599 
Atlas es See Millers Natl wee 
Assoc. Underw... Michigan F. & M. 7,397 
Baloise Mill. &Mfrs., Minn, 3,: 
Soston : mine Milw. Mechs. } 
Brit. Amer., N.Y. Milwaukee Fire 

Brit. Amer., Tor. Minneap. F.&M.. 
Buffalo Comm, National, Ire. 

Buffalo Ger National, Conn... 
Caledonian Nat'l Stand, 
Caled.-Amer. FS 
Capital .... New Hampshire. 
Citizens, Pa. Netherlands -_ 
Citizens, St. L. .. |} New York 

Citizens, N. Y.. Fare 
Cent. Mfrs., O... New York Und.. 
PTY N. B & M., Eng. 
Com. Union, Eng. N. B. & M., N. ¥. 
Commerce North German 

( 

C 

( 


&. M.. 





Eastern N. Y. .. 1, | Phoenix, Eng. 
Equitable F. & M. 3,642 | Phoenix, N. Y. .. 
ae Phenix, Conn... 
Eng. Amer. Und.. 2,374 ! Prov., Wash. .... 
Farmers, Pa. .... 4,137 Prussian Nat'l... 
Fidelity, Balt. 1,707 | Phila. Und. ..... 
Fire Assoc, .... 10,112 | Queen . 
Fireman’s Fund... 5,80 Reading 
9 


County, Phila.... Reliance 





Firemans, Md. 2,E Rocb.-German 
Firemans, N. J... 8, ar 
Franklin 4, Royal Exch. 
German All. .... 8,973 | Rockford “sabe 
German, Freeport 11,483 | St. Paul F. & M. 
German, Peoria.. 15,415 | Seottish U. & N. 
German, Pa. ... 3.432 | Security 

German, Ind. 2.089 | Springfield 
German-Amer. 14,0447 | Spring Garden 
Germania 17,814 | State, N. Y. .. 
Girard 8.622 | Sun, Eng 

Glens Falls ..... Sun, N. O. 
Grand Rapids Svea 


Teutonia, N. O. 
Teutonia, Phila.. 
Thuringia 


Greenwich acne 
Ger. Farm. Mut. 
Hamburg-Brem. 











Hanover .... 10,219 | Thuringia-Amer, 
Hartford .... ... 19,698 | Traders, Chic. 
Helvetia. Swiss.. 5.060 |.Traders, N. Y. 
Home, N. Y. .... 24.211 rransatlantic 
Home Mutual .. 2,545 United Amer. 
Hamburg Und. 32% Union, Eng. .. 
Imperial .... . 4,184 Union, Phila. 
Indemnity. N. Y. 390 | United, Balt. .. 
State of IIL..... 3,236 | United Firemen’'s 
North America 10.708 | United States . 
| a, See Underwrit., Pa.. 
International .. Victoria .... 
Lancashire .. Westchester 

Law U. & C. 516 Western for. .. 
LR oss theekes ee Western Underw. 2 
L.&L.&G.. Eng... 25.582 | W'msburg City 
L.. L. & G.. N. ¥. 1.499 Wisconsin . 
London Assur. 9.709 Washington 
London & Lane 14,163 


CHAMBERLAIN —Every one in the northwest- 
ern field knows W. O. Chamberlain of Minne- 
apolis, the special agent of the Niagara. 
Chamberlain should be on the stage for he is 
as clever an amateur imitator and impersonator 
as one can find. Around a banquet table he is 
the cynosure of all eyes, for never a moment 
passes but he is engaged in farce-comedy. He 
can sing, recite, act, impersonate and orate, a 
combination that makes him a star entertainer. 
As a raconteur, he has no superior in his baili- 
wick. He is at ease in any form of work or 
pleasure, and hence has made himself a con- 
spicuous figure in the field. 





T. T. McDougal of Ceredo, W. Va., gets 
the agency of the Phoenix of London. 
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SIDE ‘LIGHTS ON 


**DEACON” 


WwW ESTERN. 


W. A. LOWELL’S CAREER. 








Failure of His Latest Venture Brings Out In 
teresting Facts Concerning This and 
Past Connections. 


The failure of the Western Insurance Com- | 


pany of Aurora, Ill., under the management 
of “Deacon” W. A. Lowell becomes more no- 
torious as the facts gradually leak out. It is 
stated that the Western did not fail on account 
of losses so much as it did on account of ex- 
It seems that the expense ratio ran 
80 per cent and above. It has had four or five 
men on the road for several months, being 
paid salaries of $100 a month and expenses, at- 
tempting to secure subscriptions to the extra 
$100,000 stock. 

The general office of the company in the 
Hartford building, in Chicago, employed some 
four or five solicitors at a salary of $75 and 
$100 a month, and some it allowed 50 per cent 
commission. It is stated that a rather heavy 
item of expense was its printing. 
to report, the company has enough supplies 
on hand to run an institution the size of the 
A&tna. 
printing bill of $600. 

“Deacon” Lowell got out a very 


penses. 


elegant 


pamphlet descriptive of the company in which 


According | 


At the time of its failure it owed one 


there were high-priced photogravures, the most | 


important being a half-tone of himself. These 
were sent in large numbers to local agents to 
distribute among policyholders. It is safe to 
say that not over a dozen were ever used to 
any advantage. 

K. Kneutson’s Corn c'ion. 


The company started to write farm business 
a few months ago and took notes to pay a 
premium. It develops that K. Kneutson of 
Rock Island, the manager of the Property 
Owners’ Association, 
men on the Western’s payroll. 
was one of the promoters of the extra $100,- 
000 capital, and also used the company in his 
rate-cutting invasions throughout the field. He 
wrote some risks at 
which threatened to aggravate the situation in 
that town even after its rate war experience 
last year. 

“Deacon” Lowell sent out collectors to se- 
cure premiums from brokers and agents. the 
week that the Western failed and when he 
knew that it could not last. No salaries were 
paid the office clerks during February. In the 
sworn statement of January 1 last, the com- 
pany claimed to have $10,500 in the Aurora 
National Bank. The receiver finds that in two 
months that sum has: dwindled down to a trifle 
over a dollar. 

It was Mr. Kneutson who secured the capital- 
ist, Mr. Robinson of Rock Island, to state that 
he would agree to subscribe a certain amount 
of capital and had part of the amount on de- 
posit. In filing a bill for receiver, “Deacon” 
Lowell claims $7,500 salary, which includes the 
time from May 1, 1899, to March 1, 1900. On 
that basis he was paying himself $10,000 a year, 
which is regarded as an extremely high-priced 
individual for a small company like the West- 
ern. 

Agency Plant in Illinois. 


The company had 230 agents in Illinois, and 
these were among the best in the State. The 
gentlemen who owned the stock in the com- 
pany are all good men, but they were deluded 
by this notorious “sub-marine” underwriter. In 
Cook County, C. A. Van Anden represented the 
company from January 15, 1899, to February 
I, 1900. During that time he took in $23,145 in 
premiums and paid out $7,929 in losses. Some 
months ago the company cut off all business 
outside of Illinois, and it is stated that its loss 
ratio was not so great in the State. So it 
plainly proves that the failure was due to 
“Deacon” Lowell’s lavish expenditures. 

Recently he sold the Washington of D. C., a 
company doing a wild-cat business, to M. B. 


was one of the salaried 
Mr. Kneutson | 


Pekin below the tariff | 
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Sheldon of Utica, N. Y. The Capital of Jack- 
son, Miss., has also passed from his control. 

During the palmy days of the Ft. Wayne, 
which failed under “Deacon” Lowell’s jurisdic- 
tion, it was writing about $18,000 in premiums 
a month. He collected money from agents of 
the Ft. Wayne the day before it failed, and at 
the same time told them glowing accounts of 
the company’s progress. In Texas the Ft. 
Wayne was writing frame rows of dwellings 
in towns where no other company would au- 
thorize a line, in fact, no reputable company 
would do so. “Deacon” Lowell then began a 
system oi refusing to pay losses, causing the 
claimants to file suits. This brought the in- 
surance commissioner of the State, Jefferson 
Johnson, who demanded of the company that it 
pay its losses. “Deacon” Lowell succeeded in 
hypnotizing Mr. Johnson and then began to 
write cotton-gins on a wholesale order, and had 
fires galore. 

Blasted by Loweli’s Touch. 


It is safe to say that no company that “Dea- 
con” Lowell has ever touched has escaped with- 
out feeling the blight that he gives to any un- 
derwriting institution. Masquerading in the 
shadow of his church, in his business life as 
far as his underwriting connections are con- 
cerned he has wrecked more companies than 
any other man in Chicago. The unfortunate 
feature of such methods as “Deacon” Lowell 
pursues is that local agents and policyholders 
are duped by his blandishments. No reputable 
concern would tolerate him for a moment, and 
his only outlet in underwriting is to prowl over 
the land with a set of wild-cats, whose indem- 
nity is not worth the paper that the policies are 
printed on. It is extremely unfortunate that 
the men who had their money in the Western 
of Aurora allowed themselves to be led by so 
notorious a “sub-marine” underwriter. 

“Deacon” Lowell has sent the following 

companies to the abyss of ruin: Fargo Insur- 
ance Company of North Dakota, German of 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak.; Merchants of Decatur, 
Ala.; State Mutual of Illinois, Pioneer of Chi- 
cago, Travelers Preferred Accident of Chi- 
cago, Bicycle Guarantee Association of Chi- 
cago, Illinois Insurance Company, the Fort 
Wayne and Western of Aurora. 





CHICAGO RATES ARE INCREASED. 


The Chicago Underwriters’ Association 
yesterday sent up rates with a hurrah, making 
the advance on those classes of risks that 
have been giving the companies their severe 
losses. After the meeting it was as closely 
estimated as possible, considering the general 
character of the increase, that fully $1,000,000 
had been added to the income of the com- 
panies in Chicago. 

President Pellet presided at the meeting, 
which was well attended by about sixty 
agents. They expected Manager Glidden to 
recommend’ revisions of various schedules, 
and were not disappointed. He asked for the 
privilege of the floor soon after the meeting 
convened, and recited the conditions and the 
advances he deemed necessary to overcome 
them. All were readily accepted by the local 
agents and voted upon seriatum, being 
adopted with but little opposition. 

The increases are chiefly upon property in 
the congested district, where the losses have 
been exceptionally heavy. They were about 
as follows: 

Stock in fireproof mercantile buildings, 20 to 50 
per cent. 

Special Hazards, 20 per cent. 


Omnibus manufacturing risks, 30 per cent. 
Malt houses and elevators, 331-3 per cent. 


Paint factories: Contents, 20 per cent; build- 
ings, 10 per cent. 
Manager Glidden is understood to have 


other increases in mind, but he will be able 
to effect them by a strict application of the 
various schedules, and did not report them to 
yesterday’s meeting. 

Several lines were canceled at short rates 
yesterday, and rewritten in anticipation of the 
increase in rates, 








—. 


OHIO LOCAL AGENTS MEET. 





Active Workers of the Buckeye Domai 
Are in Annual Session 
at Columbus. 


Columbus, Ohio, March 14.—(Special.)— 
The semi-annual meeting of the Ohio As. 
sociation of Local Agents is being held at 
Columbus, the first session having opened at 
2 o'clock. Joseph H. Outhwaite, president of 
the Columbus Board of Trade, delivered an 
address of welcome, which was responded to 
by A. W. Parsons of Cleveland. 

The convention is dealing chiefly with leg. 
islative matters. It was announced that the 
fire marshal bill was favorably reported by 
the Senate insurance committee and will now 
go before the House as amended. It is be- 
lieved the bill will become a law. 

A piece of good work, for which the as- 
sociation deserves especial credit, was the 
side-tracking of an obnoxious amendment to 
the valued policy law. A strong fight js 
waging over the agents’ license bill with the 
prospects of its being amended so as to 
eliminate the tweny-five-dollar feature. The 
bill was first unfavorably reported Tuesday 
by the insurance committee, but the report 
was postponed at the request of the associa- 
tion’s legislative committee on account of the 
meeting of the association now in session. It 
looks probable that the license bill will go 
through with the fee feature eliminated or 
placed at the nominal figure of five dollars. 

The reports of the president, executive com- 
mittee and Manager Ross were read, and gen- 
erally show the association to be in a flour- 
ishing condition. The secretary’s report 
showed that since the Cleveland meeting, the 
association .has almost exactly doubled its 
membership, which now stands at four hun- 
dred and forty. 

About 100 members are present. The elec- 
tion of officers will take place Thursday morn- 
ing and A. W. Neale of Cleveland will proba- 
bly be elected president. 





Ohio Quo Warranto Expenses. 


The Ohio legislative committee of the 
Union, consisting of Law Bros. of the Royal, 
J. H. Washburn of the Home, J. M. Decamp 
of the L. & L. & G., and Benjamin Marot 
of the St. Paul have assessed the union com- 
panies $30,397.25 for expenses in defending 
them in the quo warranto proceedings in that 
State. The committee states that in view of 
the results obtained this is a light expense. 
It is expected that $7,000 will be received 
from non-union companies, and, if so, it will 
be pro-rated to the union companies who will 
defray all the expenses. 


Senator Painter has introduced a bill in 
the. Ohio Legislature prohibiting separation 
on part of fire insurance companies. H. M 
Daugherty is attorney for the non-union com- 
panies that are behind the bill. 





The National of Hartford has added Indi 
ana tothe field of J. M. Wallace, the Ohio 
state agent, and will hereafter be handled by 
Mr. Wallace and Special Agent D. H. Dres- 
ser. W. A. Lyon was formerly Indiana! spe- 
cial agent. 


Superintendent Matthews’ bill providing for 
the submission of plans of reinsurance of one 
life or accident company by another to a 
commission consisting of the governor, super- 
intendent of insurance and attorney-general, 
has been passed by the Ohio House of Rep- 
resentatives. 





WANTED, to have an interview with a 
reliable fire insurance solicitor or broker 
desiring to obtain the Cook County sole 
agency of agood company. Address, The 
Western Underwriter, 164 La Salle St 
Chicago, 
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INSURANCE IS NO MONOPOLY. 








Thomas L. Johnson, the Insurance Lawyer 
of Cleveland, Presents a Common- 
Sense View on the Subject. 


The principal argument used in favor of 
drastic legislation against insurance compa- 
nies is that unless legislation is had to pre- 
yent them from combining in the way of mak- 
ing unreasonable rates, the insurance business 
will become a monopoly; that the making of 
rates by boards is monopolistic, and, as such, 
should be prevented by legislation. 

The word “monopoly” has been used to 
frighten multitudes of people, and whenever 
any business is called monopolistic, people be- 
gin to fight shy of it, and if the name clings 
to it, that business is very likely to be seriously 
harmed. It is proper then to look at the claim 
as made very generally, that the business of in- 
surance is monopolistic, or is likely to become 
monopolistic through the agency of boards and 
combinations which are said to be made for 
the purpose of raising rates. 

Properly speaking, a monopoly is the ex- 
clusive right, power or privilege to engage in 
a particular business; or again, it is such 
control of a special thing as enables the party 
exercising it to raise the price of such thing 
above its real value, or above the price which 
it wouid bring under competition. 

Insur.nce Not Monvpoli-tic. 


When the real meaning of the word is con- 
sidered, we find that insurance business, as 
conducted to-day, is not monopolistic, and in 
the nature of things cannot become so. No 
man, no set of men, no company has the ex- 
clusive right to engage in the insurance busi- 
ness; and it is equally true that no man or set 
of men, and no company has‘ such tontrol of 
the insuratice business that they are able to 
raise the price of insurance beyond its real 
value. 

In order to make a monopoly of insurance, it 
would be necessary for the State to grant a 
franchise to some person or persons, to some 
company or companies, giving them an exclu- 
sive privilege of doing insurance business 
within the State—in other words, prohibiting 
competition. Until such competition is pro- 
hibited, it is impossible for the insurance busi- 
ness to become a monopoly. 

In the loose use of language many persons 
imagine, and it is seriously argued, that because 
the insurance business is large in extent, be- 
cause almost every man insures his property 
and consequently large premiums are earned 
by the companies, therefore it is a monopoly. 
Such use of language is without warrant, but 
just such loose and careless use of terms has 
caused public alarm, and has given basis for 
such attacks upon legitimate business as we 
have recently witnessed by some of the state 
legislatures. 

Anti-Comp-ct Li ws. 


The enactment of laws prohibiting any com- 
pact or combination of one company with an- 
other, or suffering one or more companies to 
permit, either directly or indirectly, agents of 
insurance companies to enter into a compact or 
to form any local board for the purpose of 
governing or controlling or maintaining the 
rates charged by insurance companies is sup- 
posed by many persons to be for the purpose 
of securing competition and thereby getting 
insurance upon property at what may be called 
a reasonable cost. Competition has become a 
war-cry like the old war-cry of “liberty,” and 
anything that stifles competition, anything that 
hinders open and free competition, must be at 
once swept away. 

We hear quoted again and again the hold- 
ing of the United States Supreme Court in the 
railroad combination cases, “Competition free 
and unrestricted is the general rule which gov- 
€rns all the business pursuits and transactions 
of life. * * * In the fierce heat of compe- 
tition the stronger competitor may crush out 
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caused that result in wreck and disaster; yet, 
balancing the benefits as against the evils, the 
law of competition remains as a controlling 
element in the business world.” 

As a rule no quarrel can be had with the 
position of those who insist so strongly upon 
competition; but the fact is that in the in- 
surance business there is no stifling of com- 
petition by the companies in maintaining rates 
or in the organization of boards, such as are 
attempted to be reached by legislative enact- 
ment. The field is open. It is wide open. It 
is unrestricted. It is a practical impossibility 
to organize all insurance companies into a 
union so that exorbitant rates could be uni- 
formly maintained. 

Where a large number of persons are ¢n- 
gaged in any business, it is practically impos- 
sitle to so unite them that they will agree upon 
any basis of concerted action for a long period 
of time. Again, were this possible, if rates 
were raised beyond a reasonable amount, local 
influences would at once operate to bring a 
competitor into the field, because the insured 
themselves would become competitors. 

Monopoly Is Imposs ble. 

Property-holders would feel that they could 
carry their own risks rather than submit to 
insurance companies at exorbitant rates. Any- 
one who glances in a most casual manner at 
the percentage of loss, as compared with the 
premiums received by companies in the State 
of Ohio, and throughout the United States, will 
see that under such conditions it is only a 
question of a few years when insurance com- 
panies must needs retire from the field, or 
the insured be left at the end of a loss with 
an uncertain value to his policy. Reasonable 
rates for insurance are as necessary as food 
for the human body, because they are the sus- 
tenance of the company, and without them the 
company cannot live and pay at the end of a 
loss what it has agreed to pay. 

The cry that companies are stifling competi- 
tion and arranging matters so as to rob the 
public and become monopolistic in an attempt 
to save themselves and make certain their 
loss-paying ability is a false cry; and no one 
should be deceived thereby. The claim that the 
companies are monopolies or that their meth- 
ods are monopolistic, has no foundation when 
the nature of monopoly is understood or exist- 
ing conditions considered. 

Tuos. L. JOHNSON 





German’s New Dwelling Form. 


In the new special dwelling, household furni- 
ture and barn form of the German of Freeport 
are the following permits: 

Permission for fifteen days’ mechanic’s work in 
any one year for ordinary alterations and repairs. 

It is hereby stipulated that this policy shall 
cover also, as per above form, property of guests 
and servants, and all members of assured’s family, 
whether of age or not, excepting all cases where 
such parties hold insurance for their own account, 
in which event this insurance shall not attach. 
Loss, if any, to be adjusted with and payable 
to assured. ; 

Permission for other concurrent insurance. 

Permission for the use of natural gas for fuel, 
also for the use of kerosene oil stoves. 

Permission for the use of kerosene, gas and 
electricity for lighting. } i 

Permission for premises to remain unoccupied 
for not exceeding thirty days in any one year, 
during temporary absence of the family. 





Automatic Sprinkler Companies. 


A few years ago there were a number of 
automatic sprinkler companies that were put- 
ting out devices and installing their equip- 
ments. The General Fire Extinguisher Com- 
pany has consolidated most of these compa- 
nies with its plant, and stands to-day as the 
leading automatic sprinkler company in this 
country. During recent years it has absorbed 
the following concerns: Wm. Cane, John 
Hall, Clapp, Nearacher and Grinnell. Next 
to the General Fire, the Manufacturers Sprink- 
ler Company takes the lead. The National 
Sprinkler Company, which is controlled by 
Kansas City money, is now beginning to 
close some contracts. George E. Hibbard 
of Chicago is the manager of this company. 
John Kane has a new system out, but it is 
understood, is not doing much business. 


| Frank Gray still has the patents and appli- 


the weaker; fluctuations in prices may be | ances of the old U. T. D. Sprinkler Company. 
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GASOLINE LIGHTING MACHINES. 


Five Gallons Will Come Up at 
Union Meeting. 


The approaching meeting of the Western 
Union on March 21, awakens interest in the 
gasoline gas-lighting machines, which have 
been under the ban of the Union, and for 
which permits are not allowed to be issued. 
It is an open fact that, although the Union 
legislation last year at Niagara Falls permitted 
machines of this character to have only one 
gallon tank capacity, many union companies 
are allowing them up to five gallons. 

Indeed, if they did not, the business would 
be placed in non-union companies, and as it 
is mostly preferred, union companies are nat- 
urally striving to hold as much of it as possi- 
ble. The machine which has probably been 
sold more than any other in this section is the 
“Airlight,” made by the Incandescent -Com- 
pany of Cincinnati. Z 


This machine generates 
its Own gas. 


The Incandescent people are in hopes of 
getting the Union to change the rule and al- 
low tanks holding up to five gallons. It is 
understood they have put out at least 5,000 
machines since the Niagara Falls meeting, all 
over one gallon capacity. Either union com- 
panies have refused a lot of business, or have 
issued the necessary permits. It is claimed, 
and it would seem on good grounds, that the 
improved “Airlight’” machine is not nearly so 
dangerous as has been believed, in fact, that 
less accidents have occurred with this lighting 
system than with even coal gas. The manu- 
facturers of the “Airlight” furnish this ex- 
planation of the workings of the machine, and 
its advantages over coal oil or gasoline lamps: 

First.—All the gas is generated in one generator 
for all the burners. There is no gasoline in twe 
pipes, only gas mixed with % per cent of air, This 
gus can be carried any place desired, therefore 
the machine can be placed out of the way without 
having inflammable material around it. Gasoline 
lamps and coal oil lamps must have a fountain of 
gasoline or coal oil, as the case may be, wherever 
it is desired to have the light. They are hung on 
hooks where they are liable to be knocked down 
or the hook may pull out and allow the lamp to 
drop, thereby causing a fire. - 

Second.—lrhe generator and tank are so con- 
structed that the gasoline always stands at a lower 
level than the needle opening, thereby making it 
impossible for any gasoline to leak out of de 
fective valves or from carelessness by leaving the 
valyes open. In this respect it is the equal of a 
coal oil lamp, which also has a fountain of coal 
oil below the burner. 

A special fill-can goes with each machine and by 
its use it is impossible to spill any gasoline; even 
a blind person can fill it without overfilling the 
tank, or spilling a drop of gasoline. We may re- 
mark here, that no accident can occur with gaso- 
line unless same is exposed to the open air. Gaso- 
line in a tank is just as safe as coal gas is in the 
pipes. Both become dangerous when leaked in the 
open air and ignited. 

Another point of consideration is: “Is it really 
more dangerous to have a five-gallon than a one- 
gallon tank, providing they are both free from 
leakage?’ We claim that if a fire was built all 
around a one-gallon machine filied with gasoline, 
and also around a five-gallon machine filled with 
gasoline, the gasoline in the tank holding the 
five gallons of gasoline would do no more harm 
than the gasoline in the one-gallon machine, for 
the following reasons: The tank is made of heavy 
galvanized steel and will stand a pressure of 200 
pounds. A spring governor, however, is connected 
to the top part of the tank, or in other words con- 
nected to the gas space of the tank, and will burst 
at a pressure of 50 pounds. When fire is built 
around these tanks the pressure will be generated 
by reason of expansion, When 50 pounds’ pressure 
is reached the spring will burst, allowing the gas 
to escape. The generating of gas practically only 
takes place when the gasoline comes to a boiling 
point. Before it comes to a boiling point the 
vapor above the gasoline expands and it is forced 
out of the tank if there is an opening to same. 

As one gallon of gasoline will boil much sooner 
than five gallons, if fire was started it would be 
even more dangerous than five gallons. Soldering 
of the tank can never melt where the liquid of the 
gasoline is, no more than the soldering on a tin 
vessel filled with water and placed over a fire will 
melt. An actual test was made at our office in 
the following manner: About one-half pint of gaso- 
line was poured on the floor and ignited. A one- 
gallon can, filled one-half full with gasoline, with 
an open mouth, was set into the flame, and the 
gas generated in the tank was forced out of the 
screw cap, which was left open. The flame was no 
larger than an ordinary gas jet, although fire en- 
veloped the can. More gasoline was poured on 
the fire and the hotter the tank the larger the 
flame, Then a five-gallon tank went through the 
same test. It first burned about the same size as 
the small can, but it took considerable longer time 
to make a large flame. The flame did not get very 
large until the gasoline commenced boiling. There- 
fore, the conclusion formed was this, that It makes 
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no difference bow large or how sinal! the tank is, 
as long us the gasoline is prevented from leaking. 

The Southeastern Tariff Association has just 
approved the Airlight machine, with a tank 
capacity of five gallons, and it is quite probable 
that the Union will do likewise at the forth- 
coming meeting. 





SECRETARY NOLTE HONORED. 
Wisconsin Field Men Tender Their Associate 
a Complimentary Banquet at the Em- 
pire in Milwaukee. 

The Wisconsin field men are as fine a lot of 
fellows as ever carried a grip. There is a bet- 
ter, higher, stronger sentiment, more co-opera- 
tion, a firmer fellowship in this State, than one 
ordinarily finds. 

Vhen the “boys” get together, they know 
no union or non-union companies. Not a 
spark of jealousy can be found. They help 
each other, rejoice at the promotion of a com- 
rade, and their hearts go out in tender sympa- 
thy when the dark hours come to an associate. 
They are men, high-minded men, and this fact 
brings them into prominence when companies 
are seeking superior office executives. 

Last Monday evening the Wisconsin field 
men tendered a complimentary banquet to H. 
A. Nolte, the newly elected secretary of the 
Milwaukee Fire, and it was most successful 
in all its phases. The committee in charge 
was John E. Davies, Charles Hall and W. E. 
Page. 

The dinner was served by that prince of 
caterers, John Mann, at the Empire. Those 
who knew John Mann at Ashland can vouch 
for the fame of his hostelry there. Mann was 
at his best on Monday night, and was received 
with great eclat in his new Milwaukee quarters. 

Gus Hebgen presided over the spirited ban- 
queters, and right well did he hold sway. He 
deserves to be canonized for finally inducing 
W. E. Page and W. O. Chamberlain to say 
even a few words. Both gentlemen are re- 
served, reticent and inclined to melancholy, 
but on Monday evening they were persuaded 
to give expression to the sentiment of the hour. 

The “tall sycamore of the Wabash,” Doctor 
W. E. Golden, the renowned specialist, read 
Washington’s farewell address in four lan- 
guages. 

W. A. Atwater, of the Greenwich, gave a 
trapeze performance and a high-step, double- 
barreled cake walk. G. Gandenspeel Williams 
sang “My Kingdom For a Lady,” with varia- 
tions. 

W. L. Jones, the honored president of the 
Milwattkee Mechanics, spoke in Welsh, his 
topic being “Llanfairmalhafarnathaf.” Then 
came “Billy’’ Chamberlain in his new guise as 
a Nimrod, giving some recent ideas on duck 
hunting. 

John Nelson and A. S. Witherbee warbled 
an ode to Nolte. Col. J. C. Griffiths did some 
prodigous feats of legerdemain, which created 
great applause. 

The old guard was ably represented by W. 
L. Jones, J. Mabbett Brown and John H. War- 
ner. 

It was a notable occasion, admirably planned 
and executed, an honor to the popular guest of 
the evening, Mr. Nolte, and an honor to the 
hosts. 

There was merriment and good cheer, but 
a strong current of warm, tender sentiment, 
and that jolly camaraderie that brings heart to 
heart. 

There were silent toasts to the absent, and 
loving thoughts for those whose heads are 
pillowed in the dust of death. Those present 
were: 

H. A. Nolte, J. Mabbett Brown, 
Best Jones, J. HU. Warner, 

J. C. Griffiths, Fr. W. Tolles, 
Hebgen. W. L. King, 

2. Replinger, John MeClure, 





E. Page, G. E. Heaney, 

). Davies, G. E. Herrick, 
Hall, F. B. Barnes, 
Williams, J. K. Livingston, 

. A. Atwater, Heury Hall, 
Phil Cheek, T. W. Briggs. 


W. O. Chamberlain, 
John Nelson, 


John Griffith, 

J. A. Hawthorne, 
F. T. Gordon, W. A, Chapman, 
W. A. Rogers, W. E. Golden, 
J. W. Laneaster, A. S. Witherbee, 
S. Herdagen, i L. 8S, Tuttle. 








THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


March 15, 1900, 





Henry Fowler’s Resignation. 

Henry Fowler, general agent for the western 
States of the Magdeburg, who took charge of 
the Chicago office of this company on January 
1, has resigned his position, to take effect 
May 1, or April 1, if more acceptable to 
United States Manager Rasor. Mr. Fowler 
has accepted the Illinois state agency for the 
Home of New York, excepting Cook County, 
which will remain under the jurisdiction of 
H. H. Walker, secretary of the western farm 
department, who has for some years past also 
had charge of the State. The Home’s annual 
premiums in Illinois, outside of Cook County, 
approximate $250,000, exclusive of farm busi- 
The northern half of the State is under 
the immediate charge of C. H. Silkworth, spe- 
cial agent, and the southern portion, under 
E. H. Sperry, with headquarters at Chicago 
and Champaign, respectively. 

Mr. Fowler began his insurance career as 
special agent for the Insurance Company of 
North America, and the Pennsylvania Fire in 
Wisconsin. From 1889 to 1894 he was state 
agent for those companies in Minnesota and 
the Dakotas, and for the past five years has 
been the Ohio and West Virginia state agent 
of the Home, to whose employ he now returns. 

It is unnecessary to say that he enjoys the 
entire confidence of the officers of the Home, 
and that there is a nice compliment involved 
in his assuming charge of the operations of 
the most important field in the Home’s western 
territory. 

In severing his brief connection with the 
Magdeburg in the West, Mr. Fowler has only 
complimentary comment for the excellence of 
the company. He declines, however, to make 
any predictions as to the future policy of the 
management in this field. Mr. Fowler says 
that inasmuch as all business for the western 
States is reported directly to New York, his 
resignation cannot possibly affect the com- 
pany’s business in the least, and that in any 
event he will remain in charge indefinitely, or 
until such time as the United States manage- 
ment may find it convenient to choose a suc- 
cessor or make other disposition of the field. 
Mr. Fowler’s resignation, following so soon 
upon that of George G. Williams, who pre- 
ceded him, and who remained in the position 
only from March until October of last year, | 
coupled with the resignation of George M. 
Lovejoy, who first planted the company in the 
West, leads to the natural inquiry whether or 
not a supervising general agency, of the sort 
maintained by the Magdeburg, can be suc- 
cessfully operated, and at the same time satis- 
factorily so to the western representative in 
charge. 

It would seem from the retirement of the 
three general agents above-named, all occurring 
within the past fifteen months, and all of whom 
are successful and widely experienced field 
men, that it is safe to predict that the plan 
lacks promise of permanency. Whether or 
not the Magdeburg will adopt one of the two 
plans upon which the majority of the agency 
companies are now operating is, of course,- en- 
tirely a matter of conjecture, viz.: Establish 
a fullfledged western department, or dispense 
with the supervising general agency, and divide 
the territory into several distinct fields, with 
a special agent in charge of each. 


ness. 





J. A. Smith of Carey, Ohio, has bought the 
non-union business and companies in the 
agency of J. A. Gibbs and entered the insur- 
ance business. Mr. Gibbs unionizes. 


On May 1, 1900, Geo. W. Phypers, for the 
past five years the principal office man of Fred 
P. Thomas & Co. of Cleveland, will leave the 
employ of that firm and open an office for the 
transaction of local fire business in the new 
Williamson building. It is learned that the 
style of the new venture will be Phypers Bros. 
& Co. Chas. J. Phypers represents the Pre- 


ferred Accident of New York, as city agent, 
and has quite an accident business to bring into 
the new firm, which will transact a general 
business, 











~ SEEN FROM 


CHICAGO, 


THE COMING MEETING OF THE UNION 

Unusual importance attaches to the meet- 
ing of the Union in Philadelphia next week 
Wednesday. The convene at 
the Hotel Walton, at 10 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and President George T. Cram of St. 
Louis will preside. The importance of the 
meeting comes in its being the first since 
the rules were amended so as to permit of 
the payment of the graded commission un- 
der conditions that the agent might make for 
himself. 

Members of the Union hold firmly to the 
idea that the movement has been an unquali- 
fied success, and some of them will go to 
Philadelphia properly charged with figures to 
show that the union companies are already 
reaping the reward in a better class of business. 
Probably between 55 and 60 per cent of the 
agents are now on the graded commission 
basis. They have accomplished this without 
much friction for such an immense under- 
taking. 

When agents came to realize all that the 
graded commission “permission” of the Union 
meant, they gradually began fixing their pipes 
for a trade, and either decided to go on the 
union or non-union basis by swapping com- 
panies with some other agent who elected to 
select a course just the opposite. Many agen- 
cies decided to continue on the mixed basis, 
but union officials say that the change to 
graded commission is gradually going on. 
All this will probably be detailed at the com- 
ing union meeting, which opens with the ad- 
dress of the president. He is expected to 
present some facts for the consideration of 
the members, after which the various com- 
mittees of the Union will report. 

Graded commissions became effective Oc- 
tober 1, 1899. Just one day previous the 
North German and Transatlantic, in the face 
of the new legislation, tendered their resig- 
nation, to go into effect December 31. This 
was afterward extended until along in Jan- 
uary, but finally the resignations took effect. 
The New Hampshire also had its resigna- 
tion in, to take effect November 15. This 
also was extended for several days, but was 
not withdrawn in the end. Neither were 
those of the German of Freeport or the 
Western Underwriters of Chicago. 

The Merchants of Newark and Westchester 
had tendered resignations, but withdrew them 
before the expiration of the time period. The 
Glens Falls, in the Union for Ohio only, went 
out at the close of the year, which was the 
date fixed by the Union for the various com- 
panies to come in for the whole field or go 
out entirely. This rule brought about a 
number of changes and made several new 
members for the Union, mostly from the 
southern field. 


sessions will 


anal 

S. Y. Tupper of the Queen in Atlanta, was 
the first manager at that point to make ap- 
plication. He was closely followed by 
Thomas Peters of the Greenwich, J. T. Dar- 
gan of the Imperial, and Manager Patillo of 
the Hamburg Bremen. Clarence Knowles 
resigned the Delaware for Tennessee, and 
came into the Union for the Pennsylvania. 
Trezevant & Cochran of Dallas, Tex., also 
resigned the Delaware for union territory and 
brought in the Fire Association, Scottish 
Union, Orient, Merchant’s of Newark, Lion 
and Philadelphia Underwriters. 

The Milwaukee Fire and Thuringia Ameri- 
can both acknowledged union allegiance, al- 
though they had been operated outside pre- 
viously, with the Milwaukee Mechanics and 
Thuringia, the parents, in the Union. 

Some of the union converts during the 
first iew months of graded commissions were 
the Northern of England (considered a big 
catch), Indianapolis Fire, United Firemen’s, 
Citizens of New York, Grand Rapids, Bos- 
ton, Merchants’ of Rhode Island, National 
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Standard, Lafayette and the Assurance Com- 
pany of America. 

The Shawnee of Topeka has just been ad- 
mitted and the Northwestern of Grand Forks, 
N. D., has an application pending. 

++ ++ 

It means more to be a member of the Union 
now than formerly. In the good old days, a 
company might get out of the organization 
easily, by giving the customary ninety days’ 
notice, and have no trouble to speak of after- 
ward. All that is changed. When a com- 
pany goes out of the Union now its whole 
agency plant is at once disrupted, and clear 
agencies in which it is located at once be- 
come mixed, and as such are eniitled to com- 
missions of but 15 per cent. 

Eastern company officials have a decided an- 
tipathy tc the graded commission plan, but 
it is hardly expected that they have any 
definite idea of wiping it off the union books. 
An attempt only in support of that plan would 
more than likely cause widespread disruption. 
Western men, adjudged far-seeing, believe 
that the only fear of the eastern men is that 
graded commissions will extend to the East 
and South, and that no onslaught on the 
western rule is contemplated, or has been 
calmly considered. 

A contingent in the Union, headed by Judge 
Cary of the German American, has been pro- 
nounced in desiring to make separation man- 
datory by legislation, and allowing the agents 
no option. While this element has some ad- 
herents, it will hardly produce sufficient 
strength to carry a rule of this character at 
the Philadelphia meeting. 

aaa ++ 
BUILDING REVALUATION IN CHICAGO. 

The building revaluation movement has 
It came before the executive 
committee of the Chicago Underwriters’ As- 
sociation, and was not discussed long enough 


been shelved. 


to give it breathing room. The admission is 
general that revaluations of buildings all over 
the congested district are necessary for the 
peace and welfare of the companies, but the 
committees and the board proper have the 
feeling that the new manager should carry 
the brunt of the burden, and that, if in his 
judgment, it is necessary to revalue buildings, 
then the buildings will be revalued. Build- 
ing material has appreciated greatly, and con- 
tractors and builders estimate that it costs, on 
the average, of one-quarter to one-third more 
to erect a building of modern construction 
to-day than it did five years ago. The valua- 
tions are made to form as a basis for coin- 
surance. 
wr ++ 

THE ARMOUR GRAIN LINE. 

feel that there is 
simple announce- 


Chicago agents seem to 
back of the 
ment of the placing of the Armour grain and 
elevator line with Fred S. James & Co. P. 
D. Armour is a director of the Northwestern 
National of Milwaukee, and President James 
of that company is a brother of Fred S. James 
of Chicago. The inference is that the two 
brothers intend handling the grain line in ca- 
hoots—the Milwaukee James handling that 
end of the line, and Fred S. the Chicago end. 
The premiums on the business are cnormous 
and amount, at least calculation, to $75,000 
per annum. 


considerable 





The committee of the West Virginia Under- 
writers Association for the second district, at 
its meeting in Parkersburg, on the 6th, ar- 
ranged to have the stamping office at Parkers- 
burg cover the entire district. Geo. H. Gordon, 
who has been acting as stamping secretary at 
Parkersburg, will continue in office for the ex- 
tended territory, under the new arrangement. 
An .agreement as to rates and practices was 
drawn up, and a copy sent to every agent in 
the district for signature. It 1s expected to 
have the office in full operation, and everything 
Tunning smoothly within a very short time. 
Chairman Grayson Burruss, in addition to his 
Various other accomplishments, shows a win- 
ning hand as an organizer. 














TOPICS OF 


WILL THE HOME LEAVE THE UNION? 
The feeling is growing that the possibilities 
of the Home of New York resigning from the 
Western Union 


The 


are not altogether remote. 
Home has for some time past evinced a 
very indepeident spirit and its policy undoubt- 
edly is to run its business to suit itself with- 
out much regard for other companies. There 
are not a few union men who express the 
opinion that if the Home intends to continue 
its present policy it can only do so honorably 
outside the Union. It certainly cannot be said 
to be working in harmony with the Union 
or to be in entire sympathy with the beliefs 
and theories of that body. There are those 
who claim that the Home's uncempliant atti- 
tude is more dangerous under the present state 
of affairs than if it were outside, like the Con- 
tinental. ‘ 

Should the Home go out, its position would 
be very much like that of the Continetital, and, 
indeed, there are those who profess, to discern 
a partial similarity in the “disposition” of the 
two companies. 

+ + 
THE CONTINENTAL'S PECULIAR STAND 

The reported refusal of the Continental to 
join with other non-union companies in accept- 
ing separation, and, as suggested recently in 
this paper, allow it to be brought about ami- 
cably, with the approval of both classes of com- 
panies, is of great interest in the field, and 
particularly in Ohio, where the Continental 
has put up so pronounced an opposition to 
this peaceful solution of the problem. While 
it undoubtedly would not be to the advantage 
of the Continental to have separation brought 
about, it being one of the very few non-union 
companies which are almost invariably to be 
found in strong union agencies, this will prob- 
ably not blind the other non-union compa- 
nies to the fact that the conditions which apply 
to the Continental are not the same as apply 
to them. 

When the non-union field organization was 
formed in Ohio for the purpose of meeting 
the separation issue, this was naturally the 
vital question which should have first come 
up. In laying down plans for offense and de- 
fense, it was necessary to determine whether 
the efforts should be along the lines of those 
of the Continental in opposing separation, or 
directed to getting as good a share of the agents 
when the division was accomplished as pos- 
sible. 

+ o 

The longest-headed thinkers are generally of 
the opinion that unless something unforeseen 
occurs, in the way of eastern intervention or 
a compromise, separation may be delayed, but 
eventually must be accomplished. Thus, if the 
non-union strength were devoted to enlisting 
the agents on that side, instead of, as the Con- 
tinental has done in some cases, intimidating 
them, the final results would probably be more 
satisfactory. This course would bring about 
separation easily and naturally, and would meet 
with the approval of all agents and nearly all 
the companies, both union and non-union. 

Up to date the union companies have prac- 
tically recognized the agents’ ownership of the 
business—that is, they have not taken the 
stand that if the agent chooses to resign them 
they will cut the rates or demoralize the con- 
ditions in the town in order to hold the busi- 

ness. 
+ + 

There is one thing against which all fair- 
minded men would take an uncompromising 
stand and that is,if the union companies should, 
after holding out the friendly inducement of 
an increased commission to unionize, and this 
being ineffective, resort to coercion and force 
to compel the agents to decide in their favor. 
If this course were to be pursued it would 
be far manlier to come out flat-footed with the 
proclamation that the union companies are 


| masters of the field and propose to take pos- 
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session of the business, whether the 
like\it or not. 

But the fact is, the union companies have 
so far evinced no such disposition, or if a spe- 
cial agent has done so here and there he was 
probably acting without the approval of his 
manager. While the non-union companies are 
not in quite the same position as the union 
companies, as separation was not of their 
choosing, and the present condition was not 
brought about by them, it would still be in 
bad taste for them to visit on the agents, who 
have given them business and are innocent 
in the matter, the dire results which would 
accrue from separation accomplished in this 
manner. All recognize the absolute right of 
union companies to say they shall not be rep- 
resented in agencies with non-union compa- 
nies, and either side which would make the 
agent, an altogether innocent outsider in the 
controversy, suffer the consequences, is not en- 
titled to much consideration at the hands of 
agents. 

Either union or non-union companies which 
threaten demoralization or cut rates, where 
the agent does not decide in their favor, will 
lose in the end the good-will and favor of the 
agency fraternity generally. Neither class of 
companies can afford to take this stand. In 
some sections the Continental has been very 
outspoken in its position on this point, and 


agents 


on that account is being severely criticised in 
some quarters, which criticisms would appear 
to be justified. 


AGENTS’ COMMISSION AGREEMENT 
The question has come up frequently in the 
field as to whether the old 15 per cent agency 


commission agreement is still in force, in 


cases where the Union’s separation, graded 


commission rules do not apply, viz,, in mixed 


agencies. There are many agents throughout 


the West who have for years, under union 
rules, given each of their companies a pledge 
not to accept more than 15 per cent. com 


mission from any company, the result being, 
of course, to place all the companies on the 
same footing in the agency. This system, 
through agents refusing outright to give the 
pledge, or giving it and then secretiy violat- 
ing it, became a dead letter in a majority of 
and the union companies gave up in 
disgust the idea of trying to control the out- 
side companies and decided for complete sep- 
aration from them as to agencies. 


cases, 


In enacting 
the graded commission system no action was 
taken in repealing previous legislation looking 
to the same results, which “separation” was 
intended to accomplish. At the same time, 
nearly everyone has assumed that all previous 
legislation was superseded by the new rule. 
However, as there was no definite action taken, 
At 
least one manager has expressed the opinion, 
without, however, taking steps to carry it out 
with regard to his own company, that 
agents who are not affected by the new rule 
by reason of their not taking advantage of it, 
are still bound by their old agreement. Union 
field men who are in close touch with the 
agents say it would be impossible to enforce 
this construction, and ridicule the idea of mak- 
ing it work. There are probably isolated 
cases, however, where agents feel they are 
still bound, inasmuch as they have not been 
formally relieved. It is recognized that no 
union company could consistently uphold the 
15 per cent and the graded commission theo- 
ries at the same time, which is what this would 
amount to. Should the union companies at- 
tempt to uphold both principles they would 
be placed in an inconsistent attitude; it would 
practically amount to an indorsement of both 
the opposing principles of flat commission 
and graded commission. The union compa- 
nies, by their separation graded commission 
rule, abandoned the straight 15 per cent plat- 
form and adopted the graded plan. It is gen- 
erally recognized that agents are not bound 
to live up to outstanding 15 per cent commis- 
sion pledges, and that union companies do not 
now expect them to do so, the graded commis- 
sion plan having supplanted the flat commis- 


there is some confusion as to the point. 


| sion plan. 
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THE OHIO & W. VA FIELD. 


RESULTS IN ‘oni0 FOR S00. 


Comparison of Fire Premiums and Losses, 
Showing Company Classes From Various 
Interesting Standpoints. 


The Ohio fire returns for 1899, published in 
this of THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 
showing premiums, losses and loss ratios for 
the year of all the stock companies doing busi- 
ness in the State, are unusually interesting. 
Ohio contributed more than her share to the 
enormous fire loss in the United States in 1899. 
The burden fell heavily on a number of fire 
companies, and was especially hard on foreign 
companies. Continued low rates throughout 
the greater part of the State and the disor- 
ganized conditions.in various sections, com- 
bined with the abnormal fire loss, afford an 
explanation of the notable increase in the ratio 
of losses to premiums. 


issue 


Comparison by Company Classes. 

As usual, the Ohio companies made a profit 
on the home business, though by no means so 
great as in former years. The premiums of 
Ohio stock companies dropped off about $134,- 
ooo from the previous year, while the losses 
increased over $52,000, bringing the loss ratio 
up from 45.6 per cent in 1898 to 56 per cent in 
i899. On the other hand the premiums of 
other United States stock companies increased 
something over $147,000, but with the greater 
proportionate increase in losses of nearly $842,- 
000, and consequent increase in loss ratio from 
63 per cent to 80.3 per cent. The premiums 
of foreign companies increased from $1,618,- 
953 in 1898 to $1,743,711 in 1899, or $124,758, 
while the losses shot up from $1,078,811 to $1,- 
732,442, carrying the loss ratio up from 66.6 
in 1898 to the disheartening figure 99.4 per 
cent in 1899, or nearly 33 per cent on premiums. 

Very disastrous results are justly recorded 
against those disturbing elements in fire un- 
derwriting, known as “brokerage companies.” 
The Eastern of New York takes the lead in bad 
records in the State, with a loss ratio of 248.5 
per cent; the Assurance Company of America 
and National Standard of New York are in the 
same class, the former with a loss ratio of 
224.2 per cent, and the latter 220 per cent. The 
Colonial of New York lost 108 per cent on its 
premiums; the Washington of New York did 
not file a report, and the Insurance Company of 
the State of New York reinsured, no doubt, 
with a sad experience. 

The general loss ratio for the State, exclu- 
sive of mutuals, was 81.2 per cent. 
Among the Big Companies. 


It will be observed from the table which fol- 
lows, showing the rank of companies writing 
over $100,000 premiums in the State, that 
there is very little change in the relative posi- 
tions of the big business getters. The Ohio 
Farmers still holds a lead, though its 
premium account dropped down $136,000, at- 
tributed probably to term business. The Hart- 
ford, Home and Royal follow respectively, as 
they did the previous year, with no notable 
changes in the amount of premiums writ- 
ten. The AZtna goes from sixth place to fifth, 
because of a drop in the Pheenix of Hartford 
premiums of about $24,000. The L. & L. & G. 
and North America each increase about $11,- 
000, and the North British over $16,000, with 
the best record of_the foreigners as to loss 
ratio. The Germania increased its premiums 
about $13,500, and made some money, though 
its loss ratio was considerably greater than in 
1898. The Milwaukee Mechanics made up 
$14,000 of its $35,000 drop off in 1898, going 
up three points in the premium rank. The 
Continental remains in the $100,000 class, with 
no noticeable change in premiums written. 

The rank of the companies is as follows: 


safe 


1899. 1898. 

Rank. Prem’s. Rank. Prem’s. 
Ohio Parmers ...... 1 7,284 mp 623,245 
Hartford ...-....-. 2 324,537 2 319,627 
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Home i 277,996 3 5 
Royal >. 2 270,864 4 276,531 
ee ee ee 5 198,955 6 200,543 
Phoenix, Conn. .... 6 182,383 5 206,651 

a a Oe Ge cog ws's 7 161,119 7 150,173 
North America .... 8 60,928 8 150,155 
Scottish Union .... 9 149,754 9 148,434 
vire Association 10 146,971 10 146,819 

/ oO pees 142,068 11 139,021 
N., B. & M. 12 137,752 13 121,163 

Phenix .... oie 121,150 12 5, 
Germania ... 14 118,514 14 104,941 
Milwaukee Mech’es. 15 103,295 18 89,356 
Continental .... .. 16 101,715 15 100,100 
, 


The Tweaty-five Lowest Ratios. 
The following table shows the best twenty- 
five loss ratios among companies with losses 
in excess of $15,000: 


1899. 

Prems. Losses. Ratio. 
Pee. “Gh -sicagcedece 8B 61,677 17, 29.0 
Eureka F. & M., O. .... 2 65,126 18365 33.3 
Teuronia F. & M., O. .. 3 , 463 19,141 33.9 
Washington, O. ........ 4 47,831 19,715 41.2 
Cooper, O. ..... 5 89,733 .303 43.8 
PS SA. cbs cecssccse @ 86,142 43,010 50.0 
Germania, N. Y. ........ 7 118,514 »oot =—s«BT..7 
Columbia, O. s 90,762 52,774 58.1 
American, N. J. ae 26,287 15,264 58.1 
Girard F. & M. . - 10 28.104 16,998 60.5 
Agricultural ... ene 57,971 35,726 61.6 
Northwestern National.. 12 69,235 42,870 61.9 
N., B. & } -- 13° 137,752 85,627 62.2 
tna ... céce covcee ae ae tae |. See 
ee: 0 Wo. c. ccxccde 15 35,086 22,222 . 63.3 
National, Conn. ... -- 16 142,068 90,085 63.4 
Milwaukee Mechanics .. 17 108,295 69,110 66.9 
Connecticut .... 97,101 65,149 67.1 
Rochester German . 34,570 23,487 67.9 
Spring Garden ookes 35,721 24,938 68.4 
Ohio Farmers .......... 487,284 342,060 70.2 
German-Amer., N, 99,934 70,377 70.4 
Concordia, Wis. ........ 81,675 57,935 70.9 
Greenwich ; 9,328 28,755 73.1 
American Central 27,934 20,419 73.1 





The Twenty-five Highest Loss Ratios. 


Following is an exhibit of the heaviest twen- 
ty-five loss ratios among companies writing 
over $15,000 in premiums: 








Prems. Losses. Ratio. 

2 are 15,060 7,397 248.5 
Union, ~~ Pre eee 40,632 70,950 174.6 
Lion ....., Rida dae em 23,376 40,292 172.4 
DD 25 ‘atseccansake, 42,189 61,498 145.8 
Mechanics, Pa. saseee. & 20,897 2A,412 131.1 
Michigan F. & M. 6 17,372 21,208 122.0 
Royal Exchange 7 29,771 35,610 119.6 
Niagara ttn gvevtats © a Ga mes 
= rovidence, Wash. .....9 36,718 42,911 114.4 
U. & N. -eeeee- 10 149,754 170,815 114.1 

W esterny ¢ ‘anada outee ae 52,020 59,045 113.5 
Northern, Eng. ........ 12 680 99,568 112.3 
EOE, Bi. cccccccecss 37,134 40,522 109.1 
Home, N. Y. .......... 14 277,996 301,092 108.3 
Oo © = ea . 15, $37 17,107 108.0 
New Hampshire ........16 60,020 63,800 106.3 
German Alliance ...... 17 23,422 24,616 105.1 
re 18 64,387 67,499 104.8 
Or 74,124 77,567 104.6 
L. & L. & G., Eng....... 2 161,119 ,282 108.8 
Com’! Union, Eng. .... 21 73,350 75,941 108.6 
London Assurance 22 46.212 46.923 101.5 
Royal .... Ge, nehnewes 23 «270,864 271,488 100.2 
Pennsy ivania ...... .... 2% 56,226 54.607 97.1 
0 a a 29,630 28,486 96.2 


The following record of the worst ten for- 
eign company ratios will be of interest: 
1899. 
Prems. Losses. Ratio. 
174 


Union | 40,632 70,950 6 
Lion ... oa 23,376 40.292 172.4 
i... Er 3 42,189 61.498 145.8 
Royal Exchange 4 29.771 35.610 119.6 
= a S 5 149,754 170,815 114.1 
Western 44n6 wae seasae 52.020 59.045 113.5 
IN od dae 5 beusewe (Oo 88.680 99,568 112.3 
Pheenix, Eng. 8 64.387 67.499 104.8 
L & L. & G. eeeees 9 161,119 167,282 1988 
Commercial Union ...... 10 73,250 75,241 103.6 








THE OHIO LICENSE BILL. 
There is a difference of opinion as to the 
fate of the Ohio local agents’ bill,- which is 
still in the hands of the senate insurance com- 


mittee. The friends of the measure think 
is safe, notwithstanding the fight that is being 
made against it by the companies and the 


special agents in the State, but others are of 
the opinion that the pressure upon the com- 
mittee will be too strong to allow them to re- 
port it favorably. Senator Marchant, it is 
believed, from the interest he has taken in it, 
is favorable to its passage, but it is hard to 
tell what will be done until a vote is taken. 
Marchant introduced the bill, but it was pre- 
pared by Attorney Dyer and a committee from 
the Ohio Association of Local Agents. Most 
of them, no doubt. favor the measure, but 
there are some of the local agents in the 
smaller towns who do not care to be taxed 
an extra amount in order to shut out the 
competition of the side-liners, who make so 
much trouble in the business. 
~~ + 
While company managers, with few excep- 
tions, are taking no active stand against the 
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$25 local agency bill in Ohio, not desiring to 
incur the hostility of the local agents of the 
Ohio Association, yet there is an undercurrent 
cf bad feeling against the bill. 

From a company standpoint, there wil] 
probably be considerable business lost if the 
bill is passed. Several companies have been 
going over.their books and tabulating their 
experience of business received from the smal] 
and side issue agents. For the most part, they 
find this has been their most profitable class, 

They state that the side issue agents have 
not been the demoralizing element, since 
they do not depend upon insurance for their 
living, they are content to control a few lines, 
and are not agitators as much as other agents. 
They hold that it is the cream of their busi- 
ness, and that any attempt to annihilate the 
side line agent is encovraging the “trust” 
idea, and eliminates a legitimate source of in- 
come from several men. Some companies have 
an agent in a town who represents only one 
company, or two or three, and is content to 
give them a small business which he can con- 
trol without much trouble. They say that this 
agent is not avaricious and does not spend 
most of his time in devising schemes to rob 
his brother agent of business. They liken the 
side line agent to the small rootlet that goes 
deep into the ground and furnishes nourish- 
ment for the tree. 

They claim that these small rootlets, so to 
speak, are just as important in their way as 
the larger ones, and that it would be a serious 
derangement of the entire system if they were 
cut. The loss ratio on this class of business 
has been very small. 





CONDITIONS AT CLEVELAND. 


Agents Preparing to Resign Companies Out- 
side the Agreement—Situation Improving. 
The situation at Cleveland continues on the 
mend. Agents now 
hand) and 
arise, the 


have matters 


unexpected 


well in 
complications 
present movement for improved 
conditions will result in an unqualified suc- 
cess. 


unless 


Business is reported as unusually dull for 
the months of February and March, with now 
and then a “kick” recorded by some agent, 
who has lost a risk to a_non-signer. Gen- 
erally speaking, there has not been much dis- 
turbance created as yet by the non-signers. 
C. C. Shanklin, the local manager of the 
American of New Jersey, is probably the most 
active of this class. Considerable apprehen- 
sion is felt by agents concerning the future 
policy of Mr. Shanklin toward the signers. 
In addition to the American of New Jersey, 
he represents the Traders of Illinois and the 
North German of New York. He has as- 
sociated with him at present a large nuniber 
of brokers and solicitors. 

The supplemental agreement which goes 
into effect March 15 has met with the same 
success as the original rate agreement. It ° 
is understood that the New York Underwrit- 
ers’, National of Connecticut, Western of 
Canada, Norwich, Union, Glens Falls, and 
the New Hampshire will gracefully fall PK, 
line. Belden Seymour, representing the Na- 
tional and the Western, flatly refuses to sign 
either agreement. C. X. Schlaudecker is still 
on the fence, but it is believed he will sign 
before the 15th or resign the agency of the 
New York Underwriters. Mr. Seymour will 
not probably embarass his companies and will 
therefore, also, resign the agencies of his two 
companies by that date. 

It is understood that the Home stands 
ready to take the place of any company forced 
out of a non-signer’s office. Companies gen- 
erally say that the local agents of Cleveland 
are on the right track. 


WASHINGTON’S ASSISTANT SECRETARYSHIP. 

The Washington of Cincinnati has selected 
W. K. Briggs to succeed L. H. Schweer as 
assistant secretary and special agent at the 
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home office. Mr. biadhnee is now special 
agent of the Agricultural for Illinois. Mr. 
Briggs was for years Ohio special of the 
Commercial of Cincinnati and is thoroughly 
yersed in the advantages of Ohio companies. 
Heretofore, he has been located at Columbus, 
put will now remove with his family to Cin- 
cinnati and will about equally divide his time 
between the office and the field. 


THE ISSUE AT YOUNGSTOWN. 


Matters Will Come to a Focus in Rice, Haney, 
and Medbury’s Agency April 1. 

The situation at Youngstown remains un- 
changed and probably no further steps will be 
taken until April 1st, that being the date on 
which the union special agents will require 
the local agency firm of Rice, Haney & Med- 
bury to say whether they will become union or 
non-union agents. 

If the firm takes no action the union com- 
panies special agents say they will withdraw 
from the agency. Should the agents “stand 
pat” on their original proposition, an inter- 
esting state of affairs will be prosecuted. The 
union companies will then be given an oppor- 
tunity to make their stand good and withdraw 
in a body. 

Whether ‘all the union companies would 
withdraw in a body according to program no 
one pretends to be able to say. Here is a case 
where the vital principles of separation will be 
brought up and their exact status defined. 
This is probably the first instance in which, 
should Rice, Haney & Medbury hold their 


ground and ‘the special agents theirs, 
the action of the companies on _ both 
sides will indicate their real position, as 


to separation. The course of affairs will be 
watched with interest, and especially if the sep- 
aration issues involved are not side-tracked by 
a compromise or by the agency unionizing. It 
is possible that the firm will dissolve partner- 
ship, and one member take the non-union com- 
panies and business. 

Should the union companies withdraw the 
question will be, will they decide to hold 
the business on the books as against the old 
agents. The position of thé non-union con- 
tingent has been considerably strengthened by 
the letter of the Continental to the agents, of- 
fering to carry lines of any size should the 
union companies withdraw. The outcome, as 
stated, is entirely problematical. 

The following are the union and non-union 
companies represented, with premiums col- 
lected in 1898, as shown by the last edition of 
the Hand-book: 

UNION—Commercial Unien, $1,360; Connecticut, 
$1,180; Fire Association, $830; German-American, 
$1,620; Hanover, $830; Hartford, $1,270; Home, 

060; Imperial, $920; Lancashire, $870; London, 

; Manchester, $1,260; North America, $1,650: 
North British, $1,580; Northern, $1,270; Orient, 
; Palatine, $480; Pennsylvania, $1,010; Phenix, 
$1,000; Philadelphia Underwriters, $780: Phoenix, 
England, $1,660; Phoenix, Conn., $1,720; Queen, 
$1,260; Royal, $2,280: Scottish Union, $1,980; Spring- 

ld, $790. Sun, $770; Traders, Ill., $1,210; Union, 
England, $860; Western, Ont., $2,330. 

NON-UNION—American, Pa.. $1,170; Continental. 
$1,520; Germania, $2,200; Manhattan, Millers’ & 
Manufacturers’, Ohio Mutual, Richland Mutual, 
Western Mutual. 

This list is about six months old, and one 
or two changes may have occurred. The great 
preponderance of union companies would, on 
the face of matters, make it seem simply im- 
possible for the agency to dispense with them, 
and it looks probable that some compromise 
will be arrived at. 

Some of the union companies in the Rice, 
Haney & Medbury agency befere the Con- 
tinental’s offer to write all their business, 
addressed the firm, and stated that if the 
more radical union companies retired, those 
who did not care for separation would write 
all their business. 


TO ENLARGE CAPT. CONWAY'S DEPARTMENT. 
The executive committee of the Cincinnati 
Board and the board members have been 
considering for some time past the advisability 
of placing all the inspection work in charge 
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of the Salvage Corps, instead of the secretary 
of the board, where it is at present. The 
board employs four inspectors, two of whom 
are “block” inspectors, or inspectors who 
work steadily in the congested district, mak- 
ing general inspections from door to door. 
and the other two are special inspectors. The 
general sentiment seems to be in favor of 
the change. Chief Conway of the Salvage 
Corps is a wonder in his line, and has, with 
his men, done work in behalf of the compa- 
nies, which is unsurpassed by any other salv- 
age corps in the country. One of the advan- 
tages that would result from the change would 
be that of having uniformed inspectors rep- 
resenting the Salvage Corps. Under present 
conditions, frequently the assured refuses to 
allow the inspector to do his work. Agents 
who individually request the assured to make 
an improvement or remove rubbish, receive 
scant courtesy, and there is no redress. Should 
they cancel the policy, the assured has no diffi- 
culty in getting another. Under the proposed 
arrangement the case will be reported to Cap- 
tain Conway, who, if the assured does not com- 
ply with a reasonable request, will notify the 
companies to refuse the line. It is suggested 
that members of the salvage corps could take 
turns in doing the inspecting, and thereby 
make themselves familiar with the warehguses 
and other places of business. The point un- 
der discussion is whether the four present in- 
spectors should be retained or Captain Con- 
way be allowed to decide as to the men needed. 
The general opinion is that the whole matter 
could be safely turned over to Captain Con- 
way, to do with as he pleases. The matter was 
referred to the executive and salvage corps 
committee, who are to report at the meeting 
of Thursday, March 22. 
+ ++ 
HARTFORD SEVERELY CRITICISED. 

The item appearing in the Journal of Com- 
merce and Commercial Bulletin of February 
28th, stating that many of the prominent 
companies had instructed their special agents 
not to join the West Virginia Underwriters’ 
Association because of the elimination of the 
commission question, is regarded by West 
Virginia members as not in accordance with 
facts. Probably two or three companies have 
taken such steps, notably the Hartford, which 
has led to the circulation of this report. The 
State Association is going ahead with its work 
and the committee seems to be getting things 
shaped up generally. It does not seem that 
any possible benefit can be derived from the 
stand taken by the Hartford, and the company 
is being severely criticised in West Virginia. 


CINCINNATI BOARD SITUATION. 


Leave the Association. 
Cincinnati board affairs are quiet and busi- 
running Simon 
Sturm has as yet taken no steps toward with- 
drawing from the board ind the impression is 
gaining ground that if the business is con- 
ducted without becoming too demoralized, and 
with only a modicum of crooked work done 
by the incorrigible agents, he will not be the 
first to aggravate the situation. It is under- 
stood that two agencies will follow Mr. Sturm, 
those of John Heckle & Sons, and A. K. Mur- 
ray. These agencies went in at the same time 
Mr. Sturm did. Mr. Sturm has Mr. Murray's 
companies, and Mr. Murray runs a small local 
agency personally for the three companies, for 
which he is Ohio general agent. 

It is understood that 
the Northern, 
up with Mr. Sturm recently; in fact, Mr. Ler- 
mit is satisfied to abide by the situation, and, 
it is said, desires Mr. 
board. 


ness is along smoothly. 








No Present Indication That Simon Sturm Will 


Manager Lermit, of 
has not taken the board matter 


Sturm to remain in the 


At the meeting of the Cincinnati Underwri- 
ters Association, held last Thursday, the action 
of the February meeting in remitting the fines 
against certain members, in the interest of 
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harmony, 
sion. 

mittee, 
records 


afforded a subject for warm discus- 
Chairman Cloud, of the executive com- 
made a motion to expunge from the 
the action of the previous meeting, 
which motion carried without opposition, the 
impression prevailing among those who would 
have otherwise opposed it, that as the fines 
were refunded it was not the intent of the 
resolution to have them collected again; but 
there is a difference of opinion on that point. 
it being claimed by those who were fined that 
it is contrary to parlimentary law to pay fines 
again, after they have been refunded. Mr. 
Cloud stated that if the board continued to 
overrule the executive or appeal committees 
they would refuse to hear charges, and intro- 
duced a resolution to -prevent similar proceed- 
ings in the future. 
WOODSFIELD INSURANCE $31,725. 

The big fire at Woodsfield, Ohio, March 
4th, hit some of the companies quite hard, the 
following being the list of insurance: Na- 
tional of Hartford, three policies, $3,350; Mil- 
waukee Mechanics, three $3,225; 
Providence-Washington, Firemans 
Fund, four policies, Pheenix of Hart- 
ford, two policies, $ Pheenix of London, 


policies 
$1,000 ; 

$3,750; 

2,900 ; 


three policies, $3,700; Orient, two policies, 
$3,000; Philadelphia Underwriters, $2,500; 
North America, six policies, $3,300; National 


of Cincinnati, $1,500; 
$2,000; Western 
Mutual, $1,000. 


Caledonian, two policies, 
Underwriters, $1,500; Ohio 


+ + 
OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 

The following are the first agency appoint- 
ments that have been made since the regular 
annual renewals of licenses to agents in Ohio: 
#®tna— 

Albert W. Clark, Cleveland. 


Bates & Davis, Richwood. 
Studevant & Kingseed, Sidney. 


R. R. Kennedy, Spencerville 

H. H. French, Napoleon. 

G. D, Clark and T. T. Hooker, Youngstown. 

A. E. Rusk, Fairpoint. 

American Central— 

E. W. Jones, W. A. Legg and Henry Warren, 


Columbus. 
Allemannia— 
Mighton & Merrill, 
sritish-America— 
A. W. Clark, Cleveland. 
Citizens, Mo.— 
King & Plank, Mansfield. 
County of Phila.— 
C. T. Kemmer, Cleveland. 
German-American— 
H. F. Thompson, 
German, Ill.— 
W. Towson, 


Fairport. 


Portsmouth. 


Lancaster. 


H. C. Wiley, Findlay. 
J. W. Beck and Henry Knipfer, Columbus. 
J. A. Seaton, Cleveland, 


Dan'l Crossin, 
Romey, 
w. & E. W. 


Jackson. 
Bluffton. 
Severance, Chicago 
O. K. West, Plain City. 

. Thompson, Portsmouth, 
W. J. James, Cleveland. 
Indemnity— 

Atwell & Jacoby, 
Merchants, N. J. a 

Wm. M. Trainor, Steubenville. 
Millers’ National— 

C. Fritzinger & Son, Ashland, 
Northwestern National— 

J. ©. Woodard, Cleveland. 

taker & Gaylord, Cleveland. 

Geo. Stelzer, Piqua. 

C. M. Riegle, Forest. 

Nichols & Kiser, Bellefontaine. 

Cc. W. Jaques, Ashtabula. 

Union, Pa— 

H. F. Thompson, Portsmouth. 

Runnells & Manchester, Cleveland, 
Vnion Assurance— 

Fred Hunt, Barnesyille. 


++ ++ 


£tna—C. 8. Gordon, Mt. Gilead; 
rain; A. 8. Ritter, Chippewa F alls. 


Toledo. 


. K. Ortt, Lo- 


Allemannia—Theo. B. Allen and A. W. Butler, 
Toledo; Thos. V. Lyon and E. C. Weber, Miamis- 
burg; P. E. Lorengen, Port Clinton; 8. B. Gib- 
son, Scio. 


Commercial Union—Henry O'Kane, Columbus. 
Continental—W. A. Hilton, Uhrichsville. 
Detroit—Leonard Parks & Co., Cleveland. 


P+ pee Pa.—W. H. Anderson & Co., Green- 
eid. 

German, Ill.—Cy. F. Wyandt, Wilmot. 

German, Ind.—Wallace & Oorry, Springfield; 
J. P. Aiken, Bellefontaine. 


German-American—C. M. Radcliff, Williamsport; 
F. Link, Norwalk; F. A. Herman, Gibsonburg; 
cones & Limard, Bellaire; F. A. Williams, Ashta- 
bula; R. Arnold, Wellsville. 

ot le Alliance—F. F. Mull, Springfield. 

Grand Rapids—C. D. Mathias, New Philadelphia. 

Indemnity—Brouse & Hollinger, Akron. 

Manhattan—G. G. Brown, Cleveland; Harper 
Brosiers, Alliance: J. M. Evans, Salem; C. Zé 
Jones, Cuyahoga Falls: J. W. Riley, Wellsyille, 
Mechanics—Craytor Bros., Conneaut, 
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Merchants, N. J.—Brouse & Hollinger, Akron; 
R. E. Griswold, Elyria. 
New Hampshire—R. D. Cooke, Marietta; F. D. 
Corbin, Delaware; Horr & Robishaw, Wellington. 
North German—C. W. Jaques, Ashtabula. 
Northwestern National—J. FP. Aikin, Bellefon- 
taine; C. 8S. Greer, Magnolia. 
Norwalk—Whittlesey & Hussey, Toledo. 
Pheenix, Conn.—A. T. Boswell, Aberdeen; B. 
Rutledge, Toromto; J. F. Bolen, Union City; G. 
McHenry, Dayton. 
Rochester German—Andrew Roeder, Bellaire. 
Thuringia—Wallace & Corry, Springfield; L. P. 
Moyer, Wooster; C. W. Zimmerman, Massillon; 
K. F. Thierne, Marietta. 
United Firemen’s—J. M. 
Koppe, Logan. 
Westchester—Wallace & Corry, Springficld; John 
Neeson, Cleveland. 


M. 
A. 


Evans, Salem; F. A. 


LOSS RATIO IN OHIO. 


New York Underwriter Comments on the Ex- 
perience of Companies. 


The Journal of Commerce says in a recent 
issue: 

In commenting on the Ohio experience of the va- 
rious classes of companies during 1899 an under- 
writer to-day remarked: 

“The official figures of the Ohio insurance de- 
partment show that the percentage of loss on the 
Ohio business of Ohio stock companies during 1899 
was only 56 per cent, while the loss percentage of 
stock companies of other states was 803-10 per 
cent, and of foreign companies 994-10 per cent. 
The better results of the Ohio companies are 
mainly due to their escaping the heavy losses sus- 
tained at Cleveland and Cincinnati, points at which 
Ohio companies do not pretend to push for busi- 
ness. Rates at those places are inordinately low, 
and the local companies cannot compete with 
other stute and foreign companies on account of 
the excessive commissions paid. The Teutonia of 
Dayton, whose Ohio loss percentage last year was 
33 9-10 per cent, closed its Cincinnati and Cleve- 
land agencies some three years ago. The Columbia, 
whose loss percentage was 581-10 per cent, has 
very little business in either of the two places 
mentioned, and other instances might be cited. 
We see the prominent companies of the country 
occupying the illogical position of paying the 
highest commissions for the most unprofitable 
business and suffering accordingly in the annual 
reports. It certainly seems that until rates are im- 
proved and commissions limited in Cincinnati and 
Cleveland other state and foreign companies may 
look for a repetition of the experience of 1899 in 
Ohio.”’ 


M. R. MCGILL GETS THE SUN. 

M. R. McGill, formerly Ohio state agent 
of the Hanover, takes a similar position with 
the Sun of England. He is a capable field*man 
and well liked. W. P. Benton, who has had 
both Ohio and Indiana, will hereafter con- 
fine his work to the latter State. 

+ 
POINT PLEASANT IS RERATED. 

A meeting of District Committee No. 3 of 
the West Virginia Fire Underwriters, Asso- 
ciation was held at Charieston last week and 
the preliminary steps taken to place the dis- 
trict covered by this committee in working 
order. Three members of the committee, 
Messrs. Wm. Lohmeyer of Charleston, E. C. 
Toie of the 7Ztna, and C. W. Blair of the Vir- 
ginia Fire & Marine, west to Point Pleasant, 
organized a board and rerated that town. It 
was found that the town had not been rated 
since 1894 and these rates were found to be 
inconsistent and inaccurate; a great many 
changes had also occurred and it was thought 
best by the committee to rate the business 
portion of the town specifically. It was decided 
to waive the three-fourths clause as water 
works have recently been put in; twelve hun- 
dred feet of hose and three reels purchased 
and a fire company organized. 


++ 


+: ++ 
ADDITIONAL WEST VIRGINIA RETURNS. 
The following are returns for West Virginia 
not heretofore published: 


Premiums. Losses. 
Commercial Union .......... $10,365.38 $4,469.12 
Fireman’s Fund ............. 2,380.20 1,456.81 
Georgia Home ............... 7,024.22 8,857.45 
Imperial 2,711.26 587.95 
a ae 43.50 None 
Ins. Co. of North America ... 12,445.02 
it at che . wentecek 13,411.62 
yD ay ee ee 19,324.35 
EE Cab wGk diss eye xt oeed 3,810.28 

+ + 


A. K. MURRAY ON SEPARATION. 

Col. A. K. Murray, manager of the Ohio 
General Agency, representing as general 
agent for Ohio the three non-union compa- 
nies, the American of Newark, Allemannia and 
United States, says that so far he has had but 





five resignations on account of separation. He 
states that separation is having no effect on 
his business, though he has nearly 300 agents 
in Ohio reporting to him. Mr. Murray is now 
arranging for the Ohio general agency of a 
company to take the place in his office of the 
Grand Rapids, which recently joined the 
Union, appointing his brother, F. F. Murray, 
special agent for this field. 
oe + 
SPECIAL HAZARD RATES AT DAYTON. 

The Ohio Inspection Bureau’s schedule 
rates on special hazards at Dayton have not 
yet been published and adopted, except on 
sprinkled risks and a few others. The con- 
sensus of opinion has always been that the old 
board rates were too low, and to advance from 
the deep cuts made in them to schedule rates 
is a proposition that the agents do not feel 
prepared to tackle. The Cochran rates on 
tobacco have been modified to meet condi- 
tions, with the result, it is hoped, that the flow 
of this desirable business to eastern brokers 
will be stopped and that regained which was 


lost last year. 
aa 


SITUATION AT NEWARK. 
Affairs seem to be comparatively quiet at 
Newark, Ohio. The local board met about 


+ 





two weeks ago, and the session was a very 
harmonious one. The agents of Licking 
County are now busy preparing to organize 
a county branch of the Ohio Association of 
Local Agents. Manager Ross will be pres- 
ent at the first meeting, which is expected 
to be held in a few days, and assist in organ- 
izing the county. The agents themselves do 
not engage in rate cutting very extensively, 
but they have let down the bars on rates out- 
side of Newark, as the business in the city 
was being cut by an outside agent. There has 
been but little separation following the new 
union commission rule, as the agents seem 
to be waiting to ascertain whether its com- 
mission basis will be permanent. The Spring- 
field and Hanover have transferred to M. J. 


Reese. 
+ 


TOLEDO WATER WORKS SITUATION. 

A serious situation confronts the tax pay- 
ers at Toledo as well as the fire insurance 
men. The recent breaking up of the ice up 
the river, and its subsequent gorging, be- 
tween the main shore and Corbutt Island, 
threatens the Water works crib. The ice is 
piled around the structure ten or twelve feet 
high and the pressure behind, due to the high 
stage of the water as far up the river 
Maumee, makes the situation all the more 
threatening. Should the ice commence to go 
out, and follow the inner channel, the crib 
will certainly go, as it is built in a flimsy 
manner and is old and 1otten. The loss of 
the crib, the water works people say would 
ruin the intake, and deprive the city of wate;, 
not only placing the city in danger of a water 
famine, but rendering the fire department 
helpless. 


+ 


as 


OHIO AND W. VA. NOTES. 


A. A. Moore has opened an agency at Bar- 


berton, O. 


W. S. Dunnington, a local agent at Weston, 
W. Va., has recently been elected mayor of 
that city. 

Elsewhere in this issue a responsible local 
agent of Cincinnati advertises an interest in 
his agency for sale. ‘ 

The stock of goods of R. E. Cline & Co. 
at Ashland, Ohio, which was damaged recently, 
has gone into an appraisal. 


Whittlesey & Hussey, agents of the English- 
American Underwriters’, have been elected 
members of the Toledo board. 


_Aram Viers, the Defiance local agent, has 
filed a petition in bankruptcy, placing his lia- 
bilities at $4,443, and assets $650. 


The Cincinnati local agents, on March 2, 
signed a petition to the senator and repre- 
sentatives, asking them to favor the amend- 
ment to the Government war revenue law, 





which, if adopted, will do away with revenue 





| 
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stamps and allow the companies to pay the 
tax in one sum at stated periods, on their 
sworn affidavit as to the amount due. 


W. R. Rice, one of Wheeling’s active young 
insurance men, was elected secretary of the 
local board at the recent annual election. 


John W. Plummer of Warsaw avenue, Cin- 
cinnati, sole agent for the Milwaukee Fire, 
has received the third agency for the Imperial, 


F. M. Beckett, the well-known agent of Mce- 
Connellsville, Ohio, has taken into partnership 
with him L. T. Gray, ex-treasurer of Morgan 
County. 


J. J. Miller of Spencerville, Ohio, has sold 
his agency to R. R. Kennedy, and removed to 
Lima, Ohio, where he will engage in the life 
business. 


W. A. Reed, Ohio special agent of the Man- 
chester, has moved his headquarters from 
Dover to Cleveland, having his office at his 
residence. 


H. A. Follette has moved to 111 East Third 
street, Cincinnati. He represents the Pelican, 
Concordia, Northwestern National and 
Phoenix of Hartford. 


Fairmont has steadily developed into a very 
substantial town, with a number of agents who 
have that confidence in their fellows which pre 
cludes evil practices in the business. 


At Piedmont, W. Va., the business is written 
by two agents, who work in harmony. L. P. 
Walker, formerly located there, has moved 
to St. Mary’s and established an agency. 

Secretary Lang and his assistants of the 
Toledo board are busy getting the card sys- 
tem ready, by which the members will soon be 
furnished the rate; instead of the old system 
by index book. 


The McCaskey Co., composed of Messrs. 
McCaskey, Allen & Butler, have been elected 
members of the Toledo board. They succeed 
the firm of Robert McCaskey & Son. Robert 
McCaskey is Ceceased. 


Morgantown, W. Va., is free from disturb- 
ing elements. The two agents who write the 
business consult on matters that would prop- 
erly come before a local board, and in this 
manner avoid any conflicts. 


The foreign insurance companies are said to 
be making a hard fight against the bill in the 
Ohio House of Representatives, which exempts 
from taxation the holder of mortgaged property 
to the amount of the mortgage. 


W. W. Anderson, who sold his agency at 
Bluefield, ‘-W. Va., to L. J. Fristoe, and vol- 
unteered in the Second West Virginia Regi- 
ment, has returned home and accepted a posi- 
tion as solicitor with the Flat Top Insurance 
Agency. 

J. A. Luttrell has retired from the firm of 
Sommerville & Luttrell at Grafton, W. Va., 
and J. H. S. Barlow has combined with Mr. 
Sommerville, the firm now being Sommerville 

Barlow. They also have the business of 
Whitescarner & Straub. 


The successor to O. W. Carpenter, exam- 
iner of the Ohio Insurance Department, will 
probably be appointed within a few days by 
Superintendent Matthews. Mr. Carpenter goes 
to Cleveland, as general agent of the Union 
Central Life. 


Charles R. Coan, New Haven, manager of 
the Security Fire of that city, has been elected 
president of the New Haven Fire Underwrit- 
ers’ Association. Mr. Coan is a brother of 
B. F. Coan of the Ohio Mutual Life, and W. A. 
Coan, of the advertising department of the Big 
Four, both at Cincinnati. 


W. M. Young has been appointed state 
agent for Kansas, of the Phoenix of Hartford, 
succeeding C. M. Craven. Mr. Craven re- 
signed a short time ago in order to return tw 
Cincinnati and take up the practice of medi- 
cine. He was for a number of years employed 
in the Cincinnati department offices of the 
Phenix. 


The Colonial Fire Insurance Company of 
Washington, D. C., has made application to the 
state auditor for admission to West Virginia, 
and have made the following agency appoint- 
ments: D. G. Morgan, Wheeling; W. 
Paden, Parkersburg; F. P. Sexton, Buckhan- 
non; Alexander & Alexander, Clarksburg; 

S. Trammell, Martinsburg; Washington & 
Alexander, Charlestown, 
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“MICHIGAN. UNDERWRITING. 


~ GENERAL SITUATION IN MICHIGAN. 








Companies Showing a Firmer Tendency to De- 
cline to Write Risks at Rates Which 
Are Unprofitable. 





The rate situation in Michigan bids fair to 
right itself, by purely natural means, without 
assistance on the part of insurance men, or 
the doubtful help rendered by legislative enact- 
ment, and the agency which seems about to 
bring on this much needed reform is the busi- 
ness interests of the companies. Deputy In- 
spector West of the western district of Mich- 
igan, in commenting on the subject, said: 

The situation ali over the State is much more 
hopeful than it has been for at least four years. 
Within the past month or more, I have known of 
a large number of companies that have turned 
down proffered business without hesitation, be- 
eause they had learned that they were better off 
without the risk on their books at the rates, than 
they would be if they accepted them. This ac 
tion on the part of the big stock companies is an 
unmistakable evidence of the return of the kind 
of business judgment which originally made the 
stock companies prosperous, and the forsaking of 
which brought about the present deplorable state 
of affairs, which has caused the companies all over 
the country during the past year to lay down 
about 18,000,000 more than they took in. R } 

During the past week, or so, a_ case in point 
eame within my observation. One of the big furni 
ture factories of Grand Rapids wanted insurance 
and the risk was written by a number of the 
local agents. But as soon as the matter was re 
ferred to their companies by the agents, four of the 
companies immediately ordered their agents to 
eancel, as they would not accept it at the figure 
offered. . : ne 

If the companies will only pursue this sane an‘ 
conservative policy and. continue to refuse lines 
written at rates where all prospect of a_ profit 
vanishes, I am ready to assert that the beginning 
of another era of prosperity for the insurance un- 
derwriters is at hand. 

W. Fred McBain, of the Grand Rapids, de- 
scribes the present situation in Michigan as 
one that is as satisfactory as could be expected 
under present conditions. He said: 

Affairs all over the State are moving along 
smoothly. The only point in which the situation 
is tangled up is at Ithaca, where one of the agents 
has been slashing rates badly and we have had 
to come back at him hard. With that single excep- 
tion everything is all right. In Grand Rapids the 
business is moving along nicely and although there 
are oceasional reports of risks written at cut rates 
there is not enough of this to materially affect the 
condition. 


THE OLD AU SABLE LUMBER COMPANY FIRE. 

An interesting suit was recently filed at 
Mansfield, Ohio, against the Merchants and 
Manufacturers Mutual of that city by Receiver 
Langworthy, of the old Mutual Fire of Chi- 
cago. On April 5, 1800, the Mutual of Chi- 
cago reinsured to the extent of $1,500 its policy 
on the Au Sable Lumber Company, of Au 
Sable, Mich., and the risk burned the same 
day. The Mutual Fire failed, but the receiver 
allowed the full amount of the claim in the 
schedule of liabilities filed with the insolvency 
court. The assured has so far received $575.38 
under its $3,000 policy, one-half of which, as 
stated, was reinsured in the M. & M. The 
M. & M. has refused to pay its reinsurance pol- 
icy and the Mutual Fire receiver has brought 
suit for its face with interest, a total of $2,310. 
It is probable that, should the M. & M. have 
to pay, the Au Sable Lumber Company would 
receive no benefit, as the amount would go to 
the Mutual’ Fire, which is insolvent to the 
tune of a large amount. 

~~ ++ 
MICHIGAN'S LOSS RATIO. 

Michigan is holding up to the fire record 
strong, in keeping with the start made in 1900, 
especially in Detroit. On the evening of Feb- 
fuary 25 the Detroit Steel & Spring Works 
was badly damaged by fire, with an insurance 
loss above $100,000, understood to have been 
written by factory mutuals. About noon, 
February 26, Marr & Taylor’s dry goods store 
Was gutted and several occupants of the bui!d- 
ing suffered heavy loss besides the Marr & 
Taylor stock. There was also a small smoke 
and water damages to adjoining buildings, 
amounting to about $6,000, the whole fire re- 
sulting in an insurance loss of about $110,- 
900, which was all placed through local agents. 


THE WESTERN 


It is rumored in Detroit that the insurance 
on the Detroit Steel & Spring Works, given 
out as being with New York factory mutuals, 
was written through a prominent Detroit local 
agent at a surprisingly low rate. 

Incendiaries were at work at Wayne early 
on the morning of February 27, causing a loss 
by fire of about $24,000. Suspicion points to 
a firebug, as there has been several small fires 
of late, which were plainly “set,” and it is 
hoped the police will get after and make short 
work of the dangerous nuisance. 

++ + 
CHARLES H. BLOOM APPOINTED. 

Charles H. Bloom, who for the past twelve 
years has been in the local department of the 
Michigan Fire and Detroit, has 
been appointed assistant special agent in the 


Marine at 


territory handled by George P. McMahon, spe- 
cial agent at the home office. .Mr. Bloom 
comes from an insurance family. His brother, 
N. A. Bloom, is Michigan special agent of the 
Continental, and another brother, Frank E. 
Bloom, is special agent for Weed & Kennedy's 
companies, under State Agent George W. 
Chandler. 


NORTHERN PENINSULA CONDITIONS. 





Copper, Iron and Lumber Interests Are Con- 
trolled by a Few Large Agencies. 

The northern peninsula of Michigan has 
been subject to considerable speculation on part 
of underwriters, as to its profit or loss. Com- 
panies have retired from that territory, most 
of them returning in due season. 

The main industries are the copper, iron and 
lumber interests, with a sprinkling of miscel- 
laneous factories. Owing to the fact that the 
bulk of the business is special hazards, agents 
prefer union companies. Separation, therefore, 
has had great effect, as the agents could readily 
resign their outside companies, and take ad- 
vantage of higher commissions on the 20 and 
25 per cent business they write. 

In this locality a few large agencies write the 
major portion of the business, and they stand 
out conspicuously, perhaps more so than any 
other offices of the Middle West. 


++ ++ 


Take Marquette, the center of the iron sec- 
tion. Peter White’s office is the largest in the 
northern peninsula, and is known far and wide. 
Houghton and Hancock are the copper towns. 
The big Douglass agency at Houghton, and 
Wright and Stringer at Hancock, do a tremen- 
dous business. Then comes Escanaba in the 
lumber belt with the large agency of Northrup 
& Benton. Sault Ste. Marie, owing to its wa- 
ter power, has a number of manufacturing 
plants. Johnston & Blank have the largest 
agency there. Menominee is represented by 
the Joseph Flesheim agency, which once wrote 
a large part of the northern peninsula busi- 
ness. 

Other live towns in the peninsula are Iron 
Mountain, Crystal Falls, Lake Linden, Calu- 
met, Bessemer, Red Jacket and Manistique. 


++ ++ 


One of the main difficulties in the upper 
peninsula from a local agency standpoint is to 
hold the mining lines. Take, for instance, 
copper. Boston is the headquarters for capital 
interested in northern peninsula copper mines. 
On the mining exchange in Boston copper 
stocks are listed very extensively. The Calu- 
met & Hecla stock is controlled in Boston, as is 
that of other mines. Hence, Boston broker- 
agents have been active competitors in these 
copper lines, and have succeeded very generally 
in controlling them, allowing the local agents 
a conunission for writing the policies. 

The Calumet & Hecla is written by the 
Home through Boston. The Tamarack was 
formerly controlled by the Liverpool and Lon- 
don and Globe. The Home controls the Quincy 
mine line, while that of the Boston and Mon- 
tana is placed by the Pacific Coast manager of 
the Manchester. Thus there is a constant 
strife between the outsiders and local agents. 
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Much the same difficulty is experienced in the 
iron lines. The iron interests are owned by 
large corporations of other States, and among 
them the Standard Oil Company. They own 
also the vessels that take the ore away. The 
tendency, therefore, is to place the lines from 
other localities. 

The lumber interest is fairly good in parts of 
the peninsula, and the mills have a much larger 
cut ahead than those in the rest of the State. 
There is much timber that has never been de- 
veloped. 

MICHIGAN FIRE APPIONTMENTS 

The following are the recent Michigan fre 
appointments: 

Jones & Jones, Grand Ledge: H. 
Boston—R. R. Gale, Hart. 
British America—Henry H 
Caledonian—John = C. 
Agricultural-—J. E. 


Hopper, Howell; 


Pulver, Lansing. 
Elisworth, Fowlerville; 
Reinger, Escanaba. 

American, N. J.—Thos. E. Heddle, Perry. 

Baloise—B, F. Cash, Kalamazoo. 

Chas. H. Frisbee, Plymouth: Andrew J. 
Saline; G. R. Gillespie, Tecumseh. 

Citizens, Pa.—I. L. Turner, Saginaw, 

Commerce—Lee C. Miller, Three Rivers. 

Concordia—Nicholas A. Mans, Trenton. 

Glens Falls—Andisdale & Loomis, Benton Har 
bor; Choate & Co., Lansing, 

(zreenwich—Geo, L. Little, Monroe. 

L. & L. & G., N. Y.—Henry E. Hollion, Marshall 

Lumbermen’s, Pa.—Lorenzo Saw yer, Aun Arbor; 

. lL. Turner, Saginaw. 4 

North German, Ger. 
City. 

Northwestern National—John G. Nagle, Hastings; 
Lawrence D. Brokaw, Howell; Jalius A- Laughlin, 
Lapeer; Watts A. Chatterton, Mt. Pleasant; Clay 
C. Cady, Port Huron; Fraser & Fish, Port Huron 
Julian 8. Peters, Rochester. : 

Orient—Frank D, Eddy & Co., 
Linaburg, Lapeer. . 

Prussian National—Ernst Frank, 
A. Chatterton, Mt. Pleasant. 

Svea—B. F. Cash, Kalamazoo. 

Spring Garden—Julius A. Laughlin, Lapeer. 

Transatlantic—Chas. E. Hale, Traverse City. 


Warren, 


Chas. E. Hale, Traverse 


Lowell; Chas. E. 


tay City; Watts 


++ ++ 

Aina—George Brenner, Clare. 

Agricultural—Lawrence D, Brokaw 

Boston—Blackburn & Co., Alpena,’ 

Citizens, Pa.—P. taker, Adrian. 

Connecticut—James L. Brown, Mt. Pleasant 

Concordia—Fred D. Hopper, Howell; Choate & 
Co., Lansing. 

Erie—Marvil L. Seely, Flint; Harry W. Parker, 
Owosso 

Franklin, Pa.—John J. Danhof, Grand Haven. 

German, Ill.--L. Gideon Rutherford, Hart: Wal 
ter H. Churchill, Shelby; Chas. S. Hill, Umion 
City; Albert Lutz, Yale. 

Greenwich—Geo. M. Fields, Dowagiac. 

Hanover—Standiford & Albertson, Athens. 

Hartford—George E. Brenner, Clare: Allen W. 
Baker, Coloma; Henry C. McLachlin, Petersburg. 

State of Illinois—Edwin A. Murphy, Ionia. 

Lancashire—Geo. E. Brenner, Clare 

L. & L. & G., N. ¥.—John Rawson & Co 
Rapids. 

London & Lancashire—Warren A. Blye, Cold 
water; Albert E. Maynard, Clare; John J. McCor 
mick, Monroe. 

Merchants, R. I.—R. R. Gale, Hart. 

Mechanics, Pa.—J. A. Tilson, Pontiac, 

National, Ireland—Boer & Hardy, Grand Rapids; 
Louis EB. Schults, St. Joseph. 

New Hampshire—O. V. Linden, Escanaba. 

Traders, IllL—W. E. Seott, Fenton: Henry W. 
Holmes. Holly; W. F. Soule, Tonia. J 

United States—Chas. L. Palmer, Battle Creek: 
Wm. E. Shoemaker, Cheboygan; Forbes Robertson, 
Detroit; Amos E. Russell, Grand Ledge. 

London Assurance—Edward EF. Gilbert, Petoskey. 


.. NOTICE... 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER willon 
May ist issue the Fifth Edition of the 
Underwriters’ Hand Book of Michigan. 
This book is now published only every 
other year and the present edition will be 
especially valuable and of interest owing to 
the changes brought about by the Union’s 
Separationin Agency Rule. The publication 
will include the usual information as to 
Michigan and general statistics, agency and 
company directory, special and general 
agents, etc., and will be very complete and 
correct. Every insurance agent in Michi- 
gan should have a copy of this state pub- 
lication. 


Howell. 


Grand 


ORDER NOW. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
COPIPANY, 
CINCINNATI AND CHICAGO. 
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ILLINOIS STATE CIRGLES. 


CO\DITIONS AT JOLIET. 





Multiple Agency Evil Seen to a Very Good Ex- 
tent in This Illinois City. 

The population of Joliet, including manu- 
facturing suburbs, is 40,000. It substan- 
tially built, with wide, well paved streets and 
alleys. It has a full paid fire department, well 
equipped, and has first-class ability at its head 
in John E. Paige, fire chief. It is somewhat 
handicapped, however, by an insufficient water 
supply, light pressure, and mains too small 
in some of the business streets. The city au- 
thorities are now, however, taking measures 
to correct these defects, and it is confidently 
expected that a remedy will be found before 
the end of this year. 

The fire premiums of Joliet are a trifle over 
$100,000, divided among twenty-six agencies 
and individuals, representing about one hun- 
dred companies. ‘Ten of these companies have 
“double-header” agencies, and one company 
has four agents. 

There is one aggressive non-board agent 
representing seven companies, which helps to 
keep rates lower than they should be. This is 
the headquarters of the Illinois Valley Inspec- 
tion Bureau, now and for the past ten years 
in charge of J. C. Scroggs, inspector. 

Joliet is a very important manufacturing 
city, and likely to show marked improvement 
in this direction within the next few vears, 
should the water power which the Chicago 
Drainage Channel furnishes be developed. 
The manufactories now in operation run 
mostly to metal workers. The largest plant 
is that of the Illinois Steel Company, with 
3,000 employes. The American Steel and 
Wire Company have four mills here. Then 
there is the American Tin Plate Company, 
Joliet Stove Works, Phoenix Horse Shoe 
Company, McKenna Steel Company, Fox 
Pressed Steel Car Company and Bates Ma- 
chine Company: each of which have extensive 
plants. Considerable manufacturing also 
carried on inside the inclosure of the Illinois 
State Prison, viz., shoe factory, chair factory, 
rattan furniture, broom factory, cooperage, 
etc. 

Considering the amount of non-board com- 
petition, and that of Chicago and New York 
brokers, rates are well maintained. Mercan- 
tile business, especialiy, has been profitable 
to the companies. Special hazards, wire mills 
in particular, have furnished the larger part 
of the losses. 

Like many other cities, Joliet is suffering 
from the effect of the “multiple agency” evil, 
and the appointment oftoo many agents for the 
amount of business there is to be done. It is 
not to be wondered that agents who have 
labored for years to build up profitable agen- 
cies, and take pride in them, should feel dis- 
couraged, when they see young, briefless law- 
yers, loan agents—in fact, any one who can 
control a few risks, blossom out as insurance 
agents. The leading agents of Joliet look to 
the National and State associations of local 
agents to remedy these and many other local 
evils, and advise that the leading local agents 
in their own town and in other western cities 
connect themselves with their State Associa- 
tion, so as to bring a united influence to bear 
on the companies for the general good of the 
business. 


is 


is 





LOCAL RATING COMMITTEES IN ILLINOIS. 

In the towns in Illinois over which the IIli- 
nois State Board has jurisdiction, a rating com- 
mittee, consisting of members of the local 
board, is allowed to co-operate with the expert 
raters of the State Board. This gives the lo- 
cal agents an opportunity to take some part in 
making their rates, and is thoroughly appreci- 
ated by them. While, of course, their author- 
ity in this matter is not very great, yet it is al- 
ways to the interest of the local agents for the 


inet to know that they have something to do 





with the making of rates. The rating commit- 
tee can ofttimes give the rarers information 
and other assistance.- The plan, as operating in 
Illinois, has proven very successful. 


++ teal 


LOCAL AGENT ON SOLE AGENCIES. 
C. L. Randolph, the well-known local agent 
at Galconda, Ill., thus gives his views on the 
sole agency movement: 


The National Local Agents’ Association 
should be congratulated on its suggestion 
to the several fire insurance companies of the 
single agency movement. Such a plan, even 


though somewhat modified, would certainly tend 
to raise the standard of fire underwriting in the 
local ranks, and make a more profitable business 
for the companies, in that it would enable the 
agent to make and maintain a competency in 
soliciting, thereby making insurance a profession 
instead of a side line issue, in which case the 
agent is more competent and would guard the in- 
terest of the company personally to a greater de 
gree. 

+ + | 

LOANS MADE BY ITS AGENTS. 

The German of Freeport allows many of its 
leading agents in Illinois to place its loans 
where approved mortgage securities can be 
gotten. This gives agents an excellent oppor- 
tunity to obtain the loan commission, and the 
company gets gilt-edged mortgages. It also 
gives the company a leading position in the 
agency, as in turn for according the loan privi- 
lege, it will expect a good share of the fire 
insurance business. This relationship is par- 
ticularly favorable now during the separation 
movement, as it is thus enabled to hold its 
agency plant in Illinois intact. 

~~ 
SITUATION AT COLLINVILLE. 

Some weeks ago, Secretary Persch re-rated 
Collinville, with the assistance of the local 
rating committee. The committee approved 
his work, and the State Board promulgated 
the new rates. The local agents, excepting the 
rating committee, refuse to abide by the new 
rates, and are appealing to their companies. 
A committee from the State Board will go te 
the town and get the agents in line. 

+ ++ 
AFFAIRS AT BLOOMINGTON. 

At Bloomington, the situation is more quiet 
than it has been for some time. There are 
two non-board agencies that do some bush- 
whacking. A local board was formed some 
weeks ago, but al! efforts to get Agents Col- 
lins and Jones to join, have failed. About 
eight offices write 80 per cent of the business 
of the city, and if the outside element ever 
complicates the situation, the State Board 
will authorize the board egents to take the 
business of the outside offices, but protect 
each other. 


~~ 


++ + 


RATES MADE MANDATORY AT ARTHUR. 

Secretary Persch, of the Illinois State 
Board, recently re-rated Arthur. The agents 
refused to accept the rates and began appeal- 
ing to companies to take the rates that they 
suggested. Owing to this, the rates have been 
made mandatory by the State Board. All mer; 
bers are asked to observe them strictly, not 








only through Arthur agents, but through their | 


representatives at Sullivan, Tuscola and Ar- 


cola. 


ILLINOIS NOTES. 

A. C. Knorr of Freeport, IIL, 
agency to C. F. Hidreth. 

James Cowden, the local agent at Rock 
Island, Ill., died last week. 

J. G. Manlove and A. B. Willoughby have 
opened a new agency at Rockford, Ill. 

The Ennis, West & Co. elevators at Walnut, 
Ill., are alleged to have been written at $1.50 
through Walnut and Chicago agents, the an- 
nual tariff being $2.75. 


has sold his 


The amount in force in the congested dis- 
trict of Chicago by the Insurance Company 
of the State of Illinois was incorrectly stated 
last issue at $329,950. The actual amount is 
$32,950, of which $10,000 is on buildings, The 
ZEtna’s amount is $2,950,744. 





~ LIFE INSURANCE NEWS. 


TO BEAT .T THE PI PRUDENTIAL. 


Metropolitan Life Files Amended Figures with 
the Various Insurance Departments, Which 
Cause Considerable Interest. 

In its industrial department the Metropoli- 
tan issues contracts which guarantee increas- 
ing insurance with the increasing age of the 
policies, and which mature as endowments for 
the maximum sum. The computation of the 
reserve liability of the company necessarily 
includes all these additions, and as a matter of 
fact, the reserve required by the state depart- 
ments on its issue for 1899 calls for an amount 
of endowment insurance payable as these poli- 
cies are payable fairly represented by the 
maximum amount written. In calculating the 
amount of insurance issued during the year 
1899 on these policies, the minimum amount 
was taken and an amended industrial policy 
exhibit has now been filed on the basis of the 
maximum amount guaranteed, as a substitute 
for the one already filed in the various insur- 

ance departments. 

This change carries with it a corresponding 
change in the State figures, and all depart- 
ments have been notified where the company is 
transacting business. The change in Ohio was 
from $10,222,616, written in 1899 to $16,799,- 
510, written in 1809. The change in the total 
business written in 1899 was from $156,231,688 
to $253,396,620. This change, of course, occurs 
in the endowment policies, which are changed 


from $135,380,939 to $232,545,871 issued in 
1899. 

There are evidences of an_ increasing 
rivalry between the Metropolitan and Pru- 


dential, and while it has not reached the acute 
stage that characterizes the New York and 
Equitable rivalry, it still bids fair to be at 
least interesting. The giant strides of the 
Newark company have evidently put the Metro- 
politan officials on their mettle, and keyed up 
their determination to maintain the supremacy 
of the Metropolitan at all cost. The recent re- 
insurances of the Vermont Life and Covenant 
Mutual of St. Louis, by the Metropolitan, and 
the establishment of an ordinary department 
with Weed & Kennedy of New York, covering 
the entire’ country, are a marked emphasis of 
the Metropolitan's aggressive policy. 


LIFE UNDERWRITERS AT GRAND R‘4PIDS. 


The Life Underwriters Club of Grand 
Rapids, held its monthly meeting at the 
Plaza hotel last Monday night. The chief 


topic of discussion was an attempt made by 
one of the local life men to discuss the sub- 
ject of rebating and other questions in which 
the club was interested through the columns 
of the daily press. This practice was severely 
condemned, the universal opinion being that 
the best interests of the business were 
by conducting the investigations wholly within 
the circle of the club membership. Other 
matters of purely+local importance were dis- 
cussed. Interest in the club does not seem 
to slack. in the slightest degree, the whole 
membership of the club being in attendance 
at the meeting. 
+ + 
PENN MUTUAL AGENTS TO MEET. 

The Penn Mutual Agency an 
organization of general agents and managers 
of the Penn Mutual Life, will hold its annual 
meeting this year at Cincinnati, beginning May 
22d, and lasting three days. J. W. Iredell, Jr., 
general manager at Cincinnati, has arranged 
for quarters at Hotel Sterling, where the meet- 
ing will be held, and it is expected that about 
seventy-five Penn Mutual men will be present, 
including either President West or Vice-Presi- 
dent Johnson, J. J. Barker, actuary; H. C. 
Lippincott, manager of agencies, and several 
other officers, and a number of the trustees. 
The officers and trustees are guests of the 
agents on these occasions. R. Allison Miller 
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Se y | 
is president of the Agency Association, and 
Edw. W. Bourne recording secretary and treas- 
urer. The executive committee had selected 
Detroit as the place of meeting this year, but 
owing to the severe illness of Manager Wat- 
kins at that place it was necessary to make a | 
change, and Cincinnati was selected, though 
several other places were in the field. The 
Hotel Sterling of Cincinnati is owned by the 
Penn Mutual, and conducted in its interest by 
a manager. | 


MONTHLY PAYSIENT POLICIES. 


Success of the Provident Contract Is Yet Un- 
determined —Experience of Companies. 

The success of the small policy on the 
monthly payment plan, which is a medium 
between the industrial and ordinary policy, is 
not yet determined. There is considerable de- 
tail work in connection with these policies, 
quite a little expense involved, and it is a ques- | 
tion whether the companies are loading the 
premiums sufficient to make the business prof- 
itable or not. 

The premiums have to be collected, and, of | 
course, the agent making the collection gets 
a commission for doing so. The labor dis- 
turbances greatly militate against this busi- | 
ness in the large cities. The Michigan Mu- 
tual is writing this class of business in Chi- 
cago, and has over $200,000 in force. The 
small policy department is located in the Man- 
hattan building, separate from the ordinary 
department. A trained industrial insurance 
man is in charge of the new department and 
has his own staff of men. A very sharp look- 
out is necessary as to collections. 

These small policies are dated on the first 
and fifteenth of each month, and very little 
grace can be allowed in the payment of pre- 
miums, or one month will lap over into an- 
other. The Michigan Mutual has had quite 
a good experience in this business, as far 
as the persistency of the policies is concerned. 
The popularity of the movement is due to the 
fact that a man can save a few dollars a 
month for a life policy, who could not gather 
together sufficient funds at one time to pay 
an annual premium. 

The Chicago Guaranty Fund Life has writ- 
ten this business for some time, but, as yet, has 
made no money on it. The American Union 
startéd writing small policies in Chicago 
some three years ago, but is doing nothing 
now in this line in that city, although in other 
cities it has succeeded in gathering together 
considerable business. The Union Central 
started writing small policies in Chicago, but 
abandoned it. The Hartford Life has just 
taken up this small policy departure, and, as 
was stated recently, is working it in the large 
cities more after the style of the industrial 
compaiiies. 

There appears to be a better field for the 
provident policy in the South, among honest 
people with small incomes. There is a larger 
number of this class than in any other sec- 
tion. 


PIQUA ASSOCIATION'S TROUBLES. 

If the Potomac Life succeeds in keeping the 
assets of the Piqua Mutual Aid and Accident, 
which it recently “reinsured,” it will be be- 
cause Superintendent Matthews has no power 
in the matter. On March 9 he sent the follow- 
ing telegram to Alphonso Hart of Washing- 
ton, D. C., where the home office of the Po- 
tomac Life is located: 

You are required to immediately return to Ohio 
the assets and records turned over to you by the 
Piqua Association, and place same in possession 
of trustees to be agreed upon, under written agree- 
ment that they are to so remain pending the tak- 
ing of legal steps for reinsurance. 

ou are also required to produce at my office 
books showing your financial condition, records 
of meetings of stockholders and directors, and a 


Verified copy of the subscription to your capital 
Steck. 


Notification of members must be from Piqua 
Office. 


Please inform me whea you will be here and 
comply with this request. 1 


Many complaints have been received by the 
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| insurance department on the unsatisfactory and 


suspicious manner of reinsurance, and policy- 
holders all over the country are organizing 
and contributing funds to be used in protecting 
their rights. In Cincinnati a meeting of 150 
members was held, at which the deal was 
condemned in strong language. An article in 
a recent issue of THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
was read and this did not tend to lessen the 
indignation over the treatment of the mem- 
bers by the officers of the Piqua association, 
and very few members will transfer to the 
Potomac Life should the deal be approved by 
Superintendent Matthews. Many members are 
desirous of reorganizing the association with 
new officials and headquarters at Cincinnati, 
but this short-sighted and unwise plan will 
probably not be adopted. 
Saad 


aaa 
MUTUAL OF KENTUCKY'S NEW FORMS. 

The Mutual Life of Kentucky, which re- 
cently went through such a thorough exami- 
nation at the hands of the Kentucky insurance 
department, is rapidly building up its surplus. 
The company, which is 33 years old, has never 
had the least breath of suspicion directed 
against it, is now entirely changing its form 
of policy, and will shortly send out a full line 
of accumulation policies, in addition, it is un- 
derstood, to its old popular annual dividend 
plans. At the time of the change of manage- 
ment all old and antiquated methods were dis- 
carded, and the company proposes, while con- 
tinuing on the safe lines which have made it 
popular in the past, to keep in touch and up- 
to-date in all particulars. 

aa ++ 
QUESTION OF TAXING LIFE POLICIES. 

There has been quite a little discussion and 
difference of opinion throughout Michigan in 
regard to the tax*blanks gotten out by the 
board of assessors for 1900. One of the ques- 
tions asked on the blank, in regard to assess- 
able property, was as to the amount and kind 
of life insurance carried. Commissioner Oak- 
man has asked Attorney-General Oren for an 
opinion as to whether life insurance policies 
and particularly paid-up and endowment pol- 
icies were taxable. It was evidently the in- 
tention, if the proposed blanks were used, to 
tax life insurance policies according to surren- 
der value or paid-up insurance or on a graded 
scale, according to length of time policy had 
been in force. At the office of the state tax 
commission any intention to tax life insur- 
ance policies was denied ; and it was also stated 
that the obnoxious blanks were gotten out by 
the assessors without the knowledge of the 
commission. New blanks are being pre- 
pared, which, it is said, will be free from ques- 
tions as regards life insurance. 

++ ++ 
UNION CENTRAL AT CLEVELAND. 

O. W. Carpenter, who has for some years 
been examiner for the Ohio insurance depart- 
ment under Superintendent Matthews, has ac- 
cepted the Cleveland general agency of the 
Union Central, succeeding H. W. Gebauer, 
who resigned some months ago. Mr. Car- 
penter will assume his new duties about April 
15, or as soon as he closes up the matter of 
relicensing the life companies. He will re- 
move his family to Cleveland and will devote 
his entire time to his new profession. 

Mr. Carpenter is a graduate of the Ohio 
Wesleyan University at Delaware, and a 
young man of unusual energy and ability. He 
has studied for the law, but never practiced. 
His experience with the department will prove 
valuable to him in filling his new duties, and 
his extended acquaintance, both in and out 
of insurance circles, will doubtless aid him 
in advancing the Union Central’s interests in 
the Cleveland district. 

+ ~~ | 
PLANS OF THE NATIONAL LIFE. 

It develops that H. J. Furber, who held and 
represented the controlling interest in the stock 
of the National Life, U. S. A., which was pur- 
chased by the Iowa Life management, still 





1§ 


holds the majority of the stock as security for 
future payment on the stock. However, he 
has no ownership in the company. The Na- 
tional is to establish a Chicago city depart- 
ment in the near future, and make a drive for 
Chicago business. It has entered some half 
dozen States already. President Mabie and 
Secretary Sackett were in Washington this 
week to attend the annual meeting of the com- 
pany which has to be held at the incorporated 
office. Labor troubles in Chicago have caused 
the postponement of the building plans at Nos. 
161-167 La Salle street, the present site of the 
National Life building. 
ae ++ 
INTERESTING LIFE INSURANCE SUIT. 

An interesting case is before the Supreme 
Court of Ohio from Knox County. Ezra Hook 
had a two thovsand dollar endowment policy 
in the Union Central Life. This was issued in 
1880, the annual premium being $147.20. It 
seems that in the ninth year of the policy, the 
general agent of the company at Columbus, 
W. E. Hoyer, represented to Hook that he 
might omit the next annual premium if he 
would give a note for double its amount, say- 
ing the policy would mature at the end of the 
tenth year. Hook gave his note for double the 
premium, but when he endeavored to secure 
the payment of the policy he was advised that 
it had lapsed. This policy was on the endow- 
ment-life plan, used by the Union Central, the 
policy maturing any time after ten years. The 
company contends that the agent had no right 
to change the conditions of the policy by a 
verbal contract. Hook, however, won in the 
courts below. 

ae ++ 
DETROIT DEBENTURE COMPANY. 

Sometime ago the Detroit Debenture Com- 
pany was notified by the Washington postoffice 
department that in the department’s opinion 
the company was operating contrary to the 
national lottery laws. Through the efforts of 
E. J. Miller of Columbus, and Robert Nevin of 
Dayton, Ohio, the department was prevailed 
upon to rescind the order, compelling the de- 
benture company to doing business 
through the mails pending*an investigation, and 
a full explanation as to the modus operandi 
will be made to the department. The question 
not only involves the Detroit company, but 
similar companies located in Columbus, Day- 
ton and Cleveland as well, and it was due to 
a conference held between the above-named 
companies’ officials that Miller & Nevin went 
to Washington. 


cease 


LIFE NOTES. 


The headquarters of the Traders Life of 
Morrison, Ill., have been moved to Lincoln, 
{ll ‘ 


The new Home Mutual Life of Benton Har- 
bor, Mich., is now ready for business, and has 
rented offices. 


Matthew Gault succeeds John A. Herndon, 
Jr., as Maryland general agent of the Union 
Central at Baltimore. ' 


O. B. Pettit of Wabash has recently been 
appointed special agent in Indiana by the 
Provident Savings Life 

Superintendent Matthews has approved the 
reinsurance of the Cleveland Life in the Inter- 
state Life of Cincinsati. 


The Provident Savings Life has secured the 
services of Col. A. L. Hamilton as its special 
agent at Columbus, Ohio. 


James Benjamin has been appointed receiver 
of the Odd Fellows Beneficial Association of 
Zanesville, Ohio, which failed recently. 

Col. D. R. Hunt, for years home office spe- 
cial of the Union Central, has been appointed 
Toledo, Ohio, manager of the Illinois Life. 


The old members of the late Odd Fellows 
Beneficial Association of Columbus, Ohio, are 
thinking of organizing a new association. 

The Chicago offices of the Vermont Life 
have been consolidated with the special ordi- 
nary department of the Metropolitan Life at 
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175 Dearborn street, in charge of Manager 
W. Percy Crenshaw. R. H. Gulley, the former 
Chicago manager of the Vermont Life, will not 
engage with the Metropolitan. 


F. N. Carr has contracted with the Provi- 
dent Savings Life, having his headquarters at 
Charleston, W. Va. 


The Western and Southern Life, Cincin- 
nati’s enterprising industrial company, denies 
the rumor that it is about to build a home office 
building. 


J. Warren Clark, having severed his connec- 
tions with the Mutual Life, is now connected 
with the Provident Savings, and is located at 
Nashville. 

The Provident Savings Life has secured for 
special agent for the States of Kentucky and 
Tennessee a leading attorney of Clarksville, 
Henry M. Scales. 

L. J. Fristoe, who has been conducting a 
general insurance agency at Bluefield, W. Va., 
has moved to Clarksburg, W. Va., and will 
represent the New York Life. 


The Bankers Reserve Life Association of 
Omaha, Neb., has been admitted to West Vir- 
ginia, and Dr. W. P. Goff of Clarksburg has 
been appointed general agent. 


J. M. Griffith, formerly national bank ex- 
aiiner in Iowa and surrounding States, has 
contracted with Wm. Boswell & Co. of the 
central department, Provident Savings. 

T. B. Scott, former president of the Life 
Insurance Clearing Company of St. Paul, has 
been acquitted of the charge of swearing falsely 
to the company’s annual report, filed in 1896. 


The National Life of U. S. A., of which C. 
E. Mabie of Chicago is president, will prob- 
ably enter Ohio in the near future, as it has 
asked for blanks from. the Ohio insurance de- 
partment. 


M. N. Goss, the former chief of police of 
St. Paul, has accepted the position of manager 
for the eastern half of Minnesota for the Fi- 
delity Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Philadelphia. 


The Guardian Life Company of Denver, 
Colo., makes application for admission to Ohio 
as a stipulated premium company. It was re- 
cently admitted to Missouri on the stipulated 
premium plan. 


The New England, Mutual Life is about to 
issue a new continuous installment policy, 
which will pay the installments during the en- 
tire life of the beneficiary. The rate will vary 
according to the age of the beneficiary. 


William A. Simmons, formerly district man 
ager of the Northwestern Mutual Life, be- 
comes district general agent of the Etna Life 
at Akron, O., and will work in connection 
with F. O. Newcomb, district special agent. 


The auditing committee of the defunct Odd 
Fellows Beneficial Association of Columbus 
have completed the work on the books and 
made their report. They found death claims 
of $74,000, and have ordered that 75 per cent 
of the claims be paid at once, and they think 
they will be able to make another dividend of 
I or 2 per cent within a few months. Since the 
time of the organization, thirty-three years ago, 
the association has paid to deceased members’ 
families more than $4,000,000. 


Frank L. Foster, for two years superinten- 
dent at Springfield, Ohio, of the Metropolitan 
Life, industrial branch, has just been promoted 
to, the Missouri general agency of the ordi- 
nary department, with headquarters at St. 
Louis. Mr. Foster has been one of the most 
successful superintendents of the company, so 
far as its smaller districts are concerned, and 
his selection to the Missouri general agency of 
the ordinary department is significant of the 
company’s increased attention to its ordinary 
branch. 


The One Hundred Thousand Dollar Club 
of the southern and southeastern departments 
of the New York Life, meaning the agents 
who wrote $100,000 business in that territory 
during the past year, meet in New Orleans 
at the new St. Charles Hotel, March 13 and 
14, at the expense of the company. The West 
Virginia delegation consists of Joel Witmer, 
agency director; H. S. Richardson, Chas. A. 
Swearengen and F. E. Waterman. Third 
Vice-President D. P. Kingsley, Thos. A. Buck- 
ner, superintendent of agencies, and other 
home office officials are on the program. 


| 











AMONG CASUALTY MEN. 





NATIONAL ACCIDENT BUREAU. 


Excellent Work Being Accomplished by Hoop- 
er and Holmes—Companies That 
Are Members. 


The National Insurance Information Bureau 
was divorced from the International Associa- 
tion of Accident Underwriters at the latter’s 
annual meeting. The bureau, formerly a part 
of the machinery of the association, is now be- 
ing conducted by Messrs. Hooper and Holmes 
in New York. 

The object is to be « means of communica- 
tion between the persoral accident compaines. 
All claims and data concerning them are sup- 
posed to be reported to the bureau, and it 
in turn notifies the companies interested, and 
no others. 

Undesirable agents are also reported, worthy 
or unworthy physicians and lawyers, undesir- 
able risks, rejected applications, and the like. 
Such information as this is disseminated to 
all the companies. 

The eastern companies or those operating 
most extensively in that section, seem to take 
more advantage of the bureau and hence it 
is of more benefit to them. In the West, the 
companies are not so well educated up to its 
ideas, and do not patronize it as extensively. 
Some are fearful lest they impart their secrets, 
and thus give competitors an advantage. 

The companies that are now members of 
the bureau are the Attna Life, Employers’ 
Liability, London Guarantee, Pacific Mutual 
Life, Travelers’, Union Casualty, United 
States Casualty, Commercial Mutual of Phila- 
delphia, Commercial Trayelers’ of Boston, 
Iowa State Traveling Men’s Association, Ma- 
sonic Equitable Accident of Boston, Masons’ 
Fraternal Accident of Westfield, Mass., Massa- 
chusetts Mutual Accident, Metropolitan Ac- 
cident, National Accident, North American 
Accident, Provident Mutual Accident of Phil- 
adelphia, Railway Officials and Employes’, 
Traders’ and Travelers’ of New York city, 
Woodmen’s Accident of Lincoln, Travelers 
Protective of St. Louis, Western Travelers’ of 
Omaha, Illinois Commercial Men’s, North- 
western Benevolent of Duluth, United States 
Benevolent of Saginaw. 

It will be noticed that a number of stock 
companies are subscribing to the bureau and 
lending their support. 


FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT IN MICHIGAN. 

President Warfield, of the Fidelity artd De- 
posit, has been in conference with Commis- 
sioner Stevens of Michigan, the result being 
the differences are settled and the company 
will secure its license. It is not generally be- 
lieved that there will be any great amount to 
be paid on General White’s bond, as the Hen- 
derson Ames Company of Kalamazoo has al- 
ready voluntarily refunded some $12,000, and 
other like actions are thought to be in order. 

++ ++ 
THE OHIO ACCIDENT BILL. 

In an interview with THE WESTERN UNDER- 
WRITER a few days ago, Superintendent Mat- 
thews of Ohio said he could not understand 
why the members of the Legislature, or rather 
of the House of Representatives, could oppose 
the bill which provides that accident and lia- 
bility companies organized in the State shall 
have a paid-up capital stock of $100,000. He 
said: 

There is nothing at all in the law which would 
prevent such companies from beginning business 
on a capital of $5, according to the decision of 
the attorney-general’s opinion, and other com- 
panies are allowed by the statutes to come into 
the State under similar couditions, so far as capital 
stock is concerned, and Ohio will soon become the 
dumping ground for all the little concerns that 
choose to come in. The law is absolutely uscless 
in the case of this class of companies, alihough it 
specifies that life and fire companies shall have a 
— of $100,000. 

am very much gratified over the fact that a 


reconsideration of the vote in the House has been 
secured and hope it will meet with a better re- 


‘ception: when it comes up again. This law was 


enacted at one time, but some years ago, when 
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the Legislature remodeled all that portion of the 
statute relating to insurance, this was overlooked 
and was left out of the code entirely. Only re. 
cently a company applied to do a general accident 
business on a capital stock of $10,000, but it was 
refused authority. 

I shall not admit any company to do business 
in Ohio on a capital stock of less than $100,000, 
but it would be much better if there were a law 
relating to the matter which would define the 
duties of the superintendent of insurance in case 
any concern makes an attempt to be admitted 
with less capital. 

It would not do to have a law requiring com- 
panies from other States to have a capital such 
as is specified in this bill, if we did not have the 
same restrictions upon our own business, as our 
companies would not be admitted to those States 
which had companies refused admission to Ohio 
on this ground. Neither could the superintendent 
of insurance refuse a company from another State 
admission for this reason without having the same 
result. 

e+ ++ 


HARBAUGH GOES WITH THE GREAT EASTERN. 
A. M. Harbaugh, who a few days ago re- 
signed the position of superintendent of agents 
of the North American of Chicago, has be- 
come connected with the Great Eastern Casu- 
alty of New York as field manager. The ter- 
ritory will cover New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Michigan, West Virginia, Illinois, Min- 
nesota and Missouri. Mr. Harbaugh has been 
one of the most active accident men in the 
field, has been successful in securing first-class 
agents and is original in many of his ideas 

of outside work. 
+ 


WISCONSIN CASUALTY RETURNS. 
The following are the casualty returns from 
Wisconsin for 1899: 


is. Losses, 


Premiun 
or 


4Stna Indemnity ............... 1,2 
American Bonding & Trust ........ 
I EE as oo bcks bviecnee a 
City Trust, Safe Dept. & Surety... 
Fidelity & Deposit ............ 
CS eee aor 
i Sh. .  ceutcesad od suacec 
U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty ........ 
Aitra Life (Accid. Dept.).......... 
American Credit Ind.............. 
eS aa ae 
Continental Assurance 

Employers Liability 

Fidelity & Casualty 

Frankfort American 

Frankfort Marine 

Cemenns AcetGeRe .necccscecccccces & 
Hartford Steam Boiler ............ 2 
Lloyds Plate Glass 

London Guarantee 

Maryland Casualty .............. 
Metropolitan Plate Glass .......... 
OS Ce ea eee 
ee Pe eee 
New Jersey Plate Glass............ 
New Berk Piate Glass ......cccces 
Ocean Accident & Guarantee .... 
Preferred Accident caecuneee 


I ks UR ere oe sb-0c ve ccegewes EE 
Travelery (Acci' Dept.) ........... 5 
Union Casualty ............ 
United States Casualty ............ 
Bankers Mutual Casualty 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The Metropolitan Accident expects to get 
its license as a stock company in the near 
future. : 

A mutual accident association has been or- 
ganized at Russell, Mich. A. R. Carlisle is 
president and J. P. Peters, secretary. 

The Standard Accident has opened an office 
in the Spitzer, at Toledo, with R. Conklin as 


agent. The agency makes a feature of its 
health policy. 


The A®tna is preparing to issue a new form 
of accident policy, whereby the combination 
or double feature will be extended to cover 
other normal hazards. 


S. E. Ranney & Co. of Columbus, Ohio, have 
been made agents for the Maryland Casualty 
Company, which makes almost a full line of 
casualty insurance for them. They already 
represented the American Bonding & Trust 
Company, besides a number of fire companies. 


FOR SALE:—One-half interest in estab- 
lished and growing agency in Cincinnati. 
Experienced man desired, one who has 
some business as agent or solicitor pre- 
ferred. Good opening for the right man. 
Address Box L, Western Underwriter 
Office, Cincinnati. 


WANTED:—The 4¢tna Life Insurance 
Co. desires good men for district agents in 
exclusive territory; headquarters at Lima, 
Tiffin, Fremont, Mansfield, Zanesville and 
two or three other important points in 
Ohio. Only first-class men need apply. 
Address COLLIN FORD, Manager, “-tna 
Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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The Rationale of Fire Rates 
A study of the personal influences 
affecting fire insurance cost, by 
A. F. Dean. 


It is probably not too much to say that it is 
the best contribution ever made to the literature 
of the fire insurance business.— Chicago /nves- 
tigator. : ; : 

A book to quote from. Worth its weight in 
gold to every progressive agent.—Rough Notes. 

As profound, thorough and logical a presen- 
tation of the subject as has been made of late 
years. —Argus. : ; 

The reader feels that here is one speaking 
with authority. Aoston Standard. 

Price $1 00, postage prepaid. Address 


J. M. MURPHY, 
928 New York Life Building, CHICAGO. 





Health Insurance Exclusively. 


Gustav W. Liirman, Prest. Samuel R. Barr, Vice-Prest 
J. Bannister Hall, Sec’y-Treas. 


National Indemnity & Insurance 
Company of Baltimore City. 


CAPITAL $100,000.00. SURPLUS, $38,000.00. 
RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED. 








NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities In the 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J. H STODDART, General Agents. 





Hovwvard & Handian,) ¢.£-McBaivr, Pres. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 


niente Special Attention to Law of Insurance....... | The National Masonic Provident Ass'n, 


Wheeling, W. Va. MANSFIELD, OHIO. 
Incorporated 1890. 
WEEKLY INDEMNITY: 


| $8.00 to $30.00 for Sickness. $1.00 to $60.00 for Accident. 
| Provision for Age. 


E. G, ROBINSON, Sec’y. 





J. N. Vance, Pres. 


' 
Cc. W. Franzuerm, Vice Pres | 
Jas. P. ADAMS, Secy. | 


Cc. H. Merket, Ass*t Secy. 


Cash Capital, $100,000.00 
— Se Ts the only Company that has ever made a continuous 





Over $1,750,000.00 Paid in Fire Losses. of the sick-boneft business. 
P . SOLICITORS WHO ARB MASONS WANTED. 
Franklin Fire Insurance Co. 
OF WHEELING. | ae Se SR ee 


Organized 1862. 


White, Johnson, McCaslin & Cannon, 


Counsellors at Law, 
Blackstone Building, CLEVELAND, O. 





SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE 
LAW OF INSURANCE, 














net sues to tos vena} SEPARATION 


| St. Louis, Louisville, and Cincinnati. Agents embarrassed on 
Through Pullman car service to New York, | account of 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Washington. | IMPERFECT OFFICESYSTEMS 
Pullman Buffet Parlor Cars between Cincin- | Should correspond with the Insurance 
nati and Columbus. Department 


O. P. McCARTY, G. P. A., Cincinnati, O. | THE GLOBE-WERNICKE CO., CINCINNATI, OKI. 








the pion Central Life Insurance Co, = A&TNA LIF 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


No Fluctuating Securities — Largest Rate of Interest — 
Lowest Death Rate. — Endowments at Life Rates 
and Twenty Payment Guaranty Policies Specialties. 


Large and Increasing Dividends to Policyholders. 
Desirable Contract and Good Territory open for Live Agents, |“ “ “"*™™™* “*** Ss<v- 


JOHN M. PATTISON, President. 


weees '.---$21,048,198.30 


Insurance Company 
of Hartford, Conn. 


GIVES RESULTS IN 
LIFE, TERM and ENDOWMENT INSURANCE 
WHICH ARE UNEQUALED. 


The Largest 


2,896,252.59 | Songs me LIFE, ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE 











Assets, January 1, 1900............... $52,850, 299.90 
sa sesso faxed cone aeteatvues 47,408,084.04 
NE won leva divasy cpancuden seede aN $5, 442,215.86 


MORGAN G. BULEKELEY, President. 


J. L. ENGtisn, Secretary. 


COLLIN FORD, Manager Southern Ohio Agency, Cincinnati, 0. 





F.C. CHAPMAN, Manager Northern Ohio Agency, Cleveland, O. 














Sist ANNUAL STATEMENT UNITED STATES BRANCH 


Liverpool & London & Globe 


U. S. Net Assets ... 
Liabilities ................ 


Cincinnati General Agency: 
J. M. DE CAMP, General Agent Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and West Virginia. 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


ELEM RLM AION Ee UE EN SP sassscenacessnsecees OGM pRaODD 
MOSS Sis PARES AM RE MR TE LN RS MP he 4,776,050.60 
A SCID TEE: ee NRT eee Ee en 4,651,277.69 








Northwestern Department : 


205 LA SALLE STREET, - - : 


WILLIAM S. WARREN, 
Resident Secretary. 


CHICAGO. 
oo 8. Waouss, } Ass't Secretaries. 
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ROCKFORD'S POPULAR INSURANCE COMPANY. 
Insurance Company of the State of Ilinais 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 





E. W. BROWN, PREs’T. Cc. A. MACDONALD, VICE-PRE’T. 
G. F. PENFIELD, SkEc’y. 


C. A. MACDONALD & Co., Agents, - 150 La Salle Street, Chicago. 
J. H. LEIDING, Agent, - - - - Masonic Temple, Cincinnati. 
Cc. B. Corry, Ohio State Agent, -,— - - - Bellefontaine, Ohio. 
W. H. Pur.irs, Michfgan State Agent, West Bay City, Mich. 





Writes FIRE, LIGHTNING and TORNADO INSURANCE. 


Special Attention given to the Insurance Interests of Building and 
Loan Associations. 





The Largest Fire Insurance Company in Germany. 


MAGDEBURG... 


«= FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF MAGDEBURG, GERIIANY. 





ESTABLISHED 1844. 


United States Branch. Magdeburg Building, 71 William St., N. Y. 





PAUL E. RASOR, manacer AD. DOHMEYER, Ass't Manacer 


HENRY FOWLER, General Agent for Western States, 
171 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


ga —— —oe 


— THE 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Co, 


(Incorporated by the State of New York.) 


“The Leading Industrial Insurance Company in America.” 





Is represented in all the Principal Cities of the United States 
and in Canada. 


The Payment of over Two Hundred and Fifty Death Claims Daily 
TELLS OF THE GOOD IT DOES. E 


INSURANCE IN FORCE OF OVER $700,000,000 


Attests its Greatness and Favor with the Public. 


PERMANENT, PROFITABLE AND PROGRESSIVE EMPLOY MENT, 
AGENTS WANTED. 


Any honest, capable and industrious man, who is willing to begin at the bottom 
and acquire a complete knowledge of the detals of the business by diligent study and 
practical experience, can, by demonstrating his capacity, establish his claim to the 
highe-t position in the field. It is within his certain reach. The opportunities for 
merited advancement are unlimited. All needed explanations will be furnished upon 
application to the Company’s Superintendents in any of the principal cities, or to the 
Home Office, No. 1 Madison Avenue, New York City. 





OFFICERS. 


J. J. THompson, Cashier and Ass't Sec’y, 
JAMES S. ROBERTS, Ass’t Secreiary. 


JOHN R. HEGEMAN, President. 
HALEY FISKE, Vice-President. 
GEORGE H. GASTON, 2d Vice-Pres’t. JAMES M. CRAIG, Actuary. 

GEORGE B. WOODWARD, Secretary. HON. STEWART L. WOODFORD, Ccunsel, 
THOMAS H. WILLARD, Medical Director. A. H. KNIGHT, Ass’t Medical Director. 











ILAFE AGENTS! 


Take The Life Underwriters’ Supplement 


As an auxiliary to your regular insurance paper. 

Prepared especially for the field man. Treats on Life Insurance 
exclusively. Semi-technical and educational in 
character. NO NEWS. 

MONTHLY - - $1.50 PER YEAR. 


164 La Saiie St., = 2 CHICAGO, ILI 





——==THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OLD.@=>+ 


Millers & Manufacturers 


Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


C. B. SHOVE, President. F. S. DANFORTH, Secretary. 


F.K. HOGUE, Toledo, Ohio, - - 


J. J. HUSS, Ass’t Secretary. 


General Agent for Ohio. 


Annual Statement, December 31, 1899. 





[ee eee 487,739.81 

Insurance 9487, 
LIABILITIES. 

Company WEE cvtsvcddccvccccess eee 

TSERORSNMOD TROGEEVE oo 6 ic ccccescccsccccseses . 85,598.72 

Other Liabilities . es cee pe eo ... .. 30,059.71 

Surplus over all Liabilities. , $272,081.38 

Losses Paid Since Organization.................. $1,305,895.37 

Dividends Paid Since Organization........ 168,155.94 





1876, . 
5 37S. STRONGER AND BETTER THAN EVER, 1900 — 





ToeON1O MUTUAL Western Mutual 5 oF MaNcFIELD 


OF URBANA, O. 
WRITES OHIO BUSINESS ONLY. 


Fifty-Four Years Continuous and Successful Operation. 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. | 
OF SALEM, O. 


An Agency Company Confined to Ohio. 


“MAXIMUM SECURITY—MINIMUM COST.” 
J. BR. VERNON, Secretary. 


W.R. ROSS, President. 


cee al 


E. T. KANE, Ass’t Secretarv. 


1900 | J. W. WAGNER, Pres. J. M.Cook, Sec’y. 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD. 





MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF MANSFIELD, OHTIO. 
Premium Notes, $388,760. 


Net Cash Surplus $23,425. 
C. A. ROSS, Secretary. 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 





CHARTERED 1851, 


Richland 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. 
Began Business October 2, 1876. OF THE 





Twentieth Annual Financial Statement 


Manufacturers’ & Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Co. 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


inch nceeanes Cemmamy, |THE CORR SUMMUFACTORERS | ce Sete Se nell 


MANSFIFLD, OHIO, 


DIRECTORS: 


MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 
TAD WERT, oO. assETs. {Cash adie tein aoe aaeonemaanaeieieesie $ S.A 


GEO. B. KELLEY, vick-pnes. GEO. W. CARSE, SECRETARY. 
JANUARY 1, 1900. 


Comtinggemt ...0.cccocccccccccceccccce 


, - 13 
oe ket J. -: Je neal bpp nr Liability of Members to Assessment, $371,788.55. Surplus above all Liabilities porn B 
-C, ° . A. = a AADIIILICS, .. we ecw eee eens ” 
H.R.Smith,  H.C.Hedges, J. A-Rigby. Total Cash Assets $108,980.80. Net Cash Surplus, $18,113.93. 


Assets, $1,600,000.00. 
HH, RB. SMITH, Pres’t. 





Net Cash Surplus $67,218.20. 





R. SMITH, See’y. | H.V.O-tNeEy,Pres, F.W. PURMORT, Sec’y and Treas, 


Losses paid since organization “corrected”. ..$807,920 22 
Cash Dividend paid since organization........ 99,411 25 


Average rate of dividends to policy holders 20 per cent. 
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PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST CO.\ 1) | INOIS LIFE 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INSURANCE IN FORCE, - - - - $128,740,464.00 INSURANCE COMPANY, 


ee se. OO SS eee 40,037 ,989.76 





Fort Dearborn Building, 
In everything which makes Life Insurance perfectly safe, moderate in — Sas Sees Saree CHICAGO, ILL., 
cost, and suitable to the needs of insurers the PROVIDENT is unexcelled. 


Evidence of the skillful and faithful mauagement of this Company is Issues all desirable forms of policy contracts with 
found in its a —— ey and the remarkably favorable guaranteed surrender values written in the poli- 
rate of mortality. For the full period of its existence, the death rate has cies, It presents many new and original features 
been only .61 a the rate indlested by the authoritative tables. not contained in the policies of any other company. 
Correspondence with Agents solicited. 
: OutstandingInsurance, DP vctccccccccvosons esos scsevese cede 88,500,000. 
WILLIAM D. YERGER, Genera Acent Western Ono, Cash and invested aanete, over EF REO. & iden in ‘ thy ty 
METHODIST BOOK CONCERN BUILDING, CINCINNATI, OHIO. a pincimding pe wo Rae st oO eb1.315 54) 7a.796.41 
noe ns, epartmen ec. : : 18s. 725, 
oe pg ny ed CLEVELAND, OnI0. yr a  E Saad ‘idadadindic cn 115,000.00 
JAMES W. JANNEY, Gewnenat Acenr, e Pe, Gc 54 nnde ccdaydeess onedc.cade esbninsen ence cash agnvetsv’ jor 160,000.00 
j 325 MARQUETTE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL. 
SAY BASSETT, Geneant Accent, Liberal Contracts made with Reliable Agents 


44 HOME BANK BUILDING, DETROIT, MICH. 


Mm Western and Southern Life Insurance Company, 


OF CINCINNATI, Ofte. 
PAID-UP CAPITAL, - = -= = = *= *= * =#= =# =* = # $100,000.00 


FRANK OCABDWEDLL, President. 


‘Ce hci. dren. se «=> GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 
TE SUITE LE WSURINGE Comput, momo 0CU0L Reserve Fund Life Association 


FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, presivenr. 

















The largest and most progressive Old Line Company ia the world for its age. Mutual Reserve Building, New York City. 
Incurance in force December 31, 1899 ........ 22... cece esc ecceescccceeeccees $22,208,470 
Mid Rawes.vnenevnnneefvvnsesvnsestessvessevnseeeen sceapigihind 417,700 LIFE INSURANCE 
Surplus over all liabilities, saved out of the business In five years ............... 161,534 
Deposit with State of Indiana for protection of all its policy-holders............. 300,000 ON PURELY MUTUAL BASIS, 


WITH FULL RESERVE. 
1881. @ RESULTS UNPARALLELED. © 1900. 


No other Company could show such results at the same age. 


The Company is incorporated under the Legal Reserve, Compulsory Deposit 
at - a to be the a 4 pag empe 5 jessy policy is se- 
cu: a deposit of its entire reserve value with the State of Indiana. 

The Company issues all formsof life and endowment insurance, with loan,cash | Total Death Losses Paid by Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 





and paid-up values, extensions, etc. 
its Pro Life Insurance oe pe ge Avnet comer Contract of since organization, —_ 
Company. A ucique and advanced met , original with this Company, of se- 
curing a closer fraternity of interests between the agents and the Coupon. The FO RTY MILLION DOLLARS. 
only contract that givesan agent a fair show to grow with, and share in the pros- 
tyof his Company as it grows and prospers. It enables the average agent to Competent men can secure liberal contracts by applying to the Homie Office 
win a life competency and become independent. WRITE FOR PARTICULARS. or to any of the Managers or General Agents. 











= Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


INCORPORATED 1851. 
Assets Jan. 1, 1900, $23,819,937.17. Liabilities, $21,835,114.54. Surplus, $1,984,822.63. 
Definite paid-up and cash surrender values written in every policy. 
JOHN A. HALL, President. HHNRY M. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 
CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johnston Building. ~- F. CG. CROSS, Manager. 





INCORPORATED IN 1847. 


mT insuraANCE || A L I 
PENN MUTUAL LIFE sunset) A Line Insurance 


That will protect and advance agents. 
That will promote in the order of merit. 
Vv That issues mutual, profit-sharing policies. 





OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


GROSS ASSETS, .. . . « « « $89,460,480.82 
SURPLUS, .. =. + + « + «  4,996,620,22 


HE PENN is purely MUTUAL. Insurance is furnished at exact cost. Its facto.s— 
mortality, interest and expense —have all been highly favorable in this company. ~ A That issues all modern forms of policies. 

All policies are Non-FORFEITABLE for reserve value, the latter being applied to — That guarantees values and leaves none in doubt. 
“EXTENSION ” or to ‘‘ Patp-up,”” as may be desired. Its policies are free from techni- | X That combines income to insured with protection. 
calities and become INCONTESTABLE for any cause after Two years. ad That has a successful record of 21 years. 

That has a ratio of admitted assets to lIia- 


Cro x5 HARRY F. WEST, President. m ns bilities of 1:30. 
RGE OHNSON, Vice-President. HENRY C. Brown, Sec’y an reas. 
ESSE J. BARKER, Actuary. OHN W. HAMER, Manager Loan Dep't. SUCH A COMPANY IS... 


C. Lippincott, Manager of Agencies. . H. HALLOWEL}, Ass’t Sec’y and Treas. THE FIDELITY MUTUAL LIFB INSURANCE Co. 
J. W. IREDELL, JR., Gen’l Mgr., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


WRITE FOR AGENCY TERMS AND TERRITORY TO 














F. A. KEND ALL, Gen’l Agent, Cleveland, Ohio, L. @. FOUSE, Pres. ALEX. McKNIGHT, V-Pres., P. O. Drawer 1536, Phila. 
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Continental Assurance Company 
OF NORTH AMERICA. 

Oash Capital and Surplus, $260,000.00 
General Offices, DETROIT, MICH. 
ACCIDENT, HEALTH AND PLATE GLASS 
INSURANCE. 

Write for circulars on New Up-to-Date Accident 


and Health Policy. 


Pay 104 WEEKS for ACCIDENT: 26 WEEKS for 
SICKNESS, and covering over 200 diseases. 






ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


Cincinnati Office, - - 829 Pike Bldg. 
Cleveland Office, - - 224 Hickox Bidg, 





—_—_—_—... 

————== 
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UNION aixen 
: COMPANY, 


AND-4+-4—— 
Wainwright Bidg., ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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Individual Accident, Health 
and Plate Glass Insurance. 
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ROLLA V. WATT, Mgr., 
For 


Pacific Coast Department—California, Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, Idaho and Arizona. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 





JNO. TENNEY, Megr., 
R. EMORY WARFIELD, Ass’t Mgr. 


For 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, N. Carolina, Dist. of 
Columbia, West Virginia. 
ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, 
306 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA. 








JOHN H. LAW. GEORGE W. LAW. 


LAW BROTHERS, Mgrs., 


For 
Western Department — Illinois, Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Michigan, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, N. Dakota, S. Da- 
kota, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming. 
' ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, 
169 Jackson Street, CHICAGO. 


Insurance 





South-east Cor. Thi 





“The Leading Fire Insurance Company of the World.’’ 
FIRE —— TORNADO. 


FIELD & COWLES, Megrs., 
For 
Massachusetts,Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Maine. 


CHARLES H. LAW 





E. F. BEDDALL, Megr., 
G. M. COIT, Ass’t Mgr., 
For 


THE STATE OF NEW YoRE 
ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING. 
50 Wall Street, NEW YORK. 





GEORGE P, FIELD. E. B. COWLES, 


85 WATER STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 





JNO. B. CASTLEMAN. A. G. LANGHAM, 


BRECKINRIDGE CASTLEMAN. 


BARBEE & CASTLEMAN, Mers., 
For 
Southern Department — Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Lou- 
isiana, Oklahoma, Indian Territory. 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Company. 


MANACER em, 
9 CINCINNATI BRANCH. 





rd and Walnut Sts. 











Western Salvage Wrecking Agency, 


Handlers of all kinds of 


FIRE AND MARINE SALVAGE. 
Nos. 207 and 209 Madison Street, 


CHICAGO. 


SAMUEL GANS, Manager. 


Long Distance Telephone, 
Main Express 275 





ORDINARY and 
INDUSTRIAL 
LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES. 


BOTH SEXES, AGES 1 TO TO. 


5 || Policies Easy to Sell. 
Amounts $15 to $100,000. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, Pacsioenr. 
Home Office, NEWARK, N. J. 


HENRY BOHL, Sup’t of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana, COLUMBUS, 0. 


“> PRUDENT 


STRENGTH OF 




















It issues the most attractive and desirable policies, 








THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YoRE 


Ricuarp A. McCURDY, PREST. 


Offers exceptional opportunities to good agents to represent it in the United States and Canada. 
It is the best company to work for and employs only good and reliable men. 


Experienced agents who desire to represent this company are invited to address 
GEORGE T. DEXTER, Superintendent of Domestic Agencies Home Office. 


and is the greatest financial institution in the world. 

















Pip Accident 
and Health 
Socidot MGA 


Policies. 


BEST COMMISSIONS. 


OF NEW YORK. 


LARGE BENEFITS. LOW RATES. 


Assets, - - $777,385.45. Surplus, - - $365,124.30. 


MARYLAND CASUALTY CO., 


BALTIMORE. 
No crn aebercdcnascdseche sasescssosbasisbekes $750,000 
Surplus and undivided profits ...... 2.2... ...... ccc ccc cccnneeees 666,216 
s ey SID 9 5.090 504600 s00nsd andes gedssipancesogen 9350, 
Reserve for reinsuranee.........2.0.2222 I oS50,217 


Writes desirable contracts covering 
peeeonces’ La ’ hr ng Collective, 
an ndlord’s y, Teams, ... 
Individual Accident, Plate Glass, Elevator, . } INSURANCE 
Automatic Sprinkler, and Steam Boiler... . 


The Highest Grade and Most Thorough System of In tions 
Guaranteed Elevator and Steam Boller Policy Holders. 


The Strongest Casualty and Accident Company. PRODUCING AGENTS WANTED. 


A. C. DURBOROW, General Agent, 605 Tacoma Building, Chicago, m. 





KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y, 290 Broadway, New York. 





BROWN & WATSON, General Agents Ohio, 
908 New England Building, Cleveland, Ohie. 
3 Masonic Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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